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F a Book do not apologize for itſelf, it is in 

vain for the Author to attempt it, by a Pre- 
face,: I ſhall therefore only declare the nature, 
and intent of this publication. 

Indeed it contains little more, than the hiſtory 
of my heart, that forge of iniquity : and my 
conſcience, that friendly, but too often neglected 
monitor. By men in general this latter is 


hated, becauſe, as far as informed, it boldly tells 


the truth: and their grand endeavour ſeems to 


be, to lay it aſleep, or to render it as inſenſible, 
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#48 
as if ſeared with an hot iron. Through the 


deceitfulneſs of the human heart, the allurements 


of the world, and the artifices of Satan, this, 


at length is commonly accompliſhed : and in 


the mean time, they deafen themſelves to it's 
remonſtrances, by living in a continual noiſe 
and buſtle. The conflict in my ſoul between 
theſe two is here related : and ſome account 
civen of the artifices, which Satan, in confede- 
racy with my heart, made uſe of, to keep my 
conſcience quiet, and ſilence its remonſtrances ; 
and alſo of the means, which the Lord employed 
to defeat this conſpiracy, to give conſcience 
its due aſcendancy, and to incline my before 
unwilling heart to become obedient to its 
friendly admonitions; with the effect thereof 
upon my religious views and conduct. 


As to the effect of this publication, reſpect- 


ing my character, and worldly intereſt; myſelf, 


and all that is dear to me, I would leave in his 
hands, who cauſeth all to work together for 
good to them, that love him, whom he hath 
called according to his purpoſe. And he hath 
ſo evinced his care over me, and goodneſs to 
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me, in all the concerns of my paſt life, chat 
it were ſhameful, if J did not moſt willingly 
caſt all !my care upon him for the future. But, 
Reader, the effect of it reſpeCting thee I have 


much at heart; and have had, ſtill have, and 


ſhall I truſt continue to have it much in my 
prayers. If thou art a believing ſervant of God, 


I hope thou wilt ſee cauſe to bleſs God in 


me, and wilt be eſtabliſhed and comforted there- 
by ; according to the fervent defire of my ſoul, 
for all that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity. If thou art one, whoſe experience 
anſwers in many things to what is related in 
the former part of this Narrative, as face anſwers 
to face in the water ; may the Lords the Spir it, 
who convinceth of ſin, 2lagm thy drowſy con- 
ſcience, and bring thee under a ſerious concern 


for thy precious ſou], and its eternal intereſts ; 


may he incline thine heart diligently to uſe 


the means here ſpoken of, as far as conſcience 
evidences it to be thy duty; and may he bleſs 
the means for enlightening thy mind with the 


knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus; and 


' guiding thy wandring feet into the ways of 


peace. 
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peace. This be aſſured is my hearty prayer for 
thee; and with this prayer I commend this 
Work unto the Lord, that if it be his bleſſed 
will, he may employ it as an inſtrument for 


adyancing his glory, and the ſalvation of ſouls, 
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THOMAS SCOTT, | 


Wefton Uoderwood, 
Feb, 26, 1779. 
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SEQGCOND EDTIT LION, 


\ BOUT ten years have elapſed ſince the 


firſt publication of the enſuing Narrative. 
In that ſpace I have had much opportunity of 


re-examining the Scriptures, and of making 


obſervations both in the World, and in the 
profeſſing Church ; as well as of getting a fur- 
ther meaſure of ſelf knowledge. But, I bleſs 
God, that upon a reviſal of THE Forct oF 


'TrvuTH, in order to a ſecond Edition, I ſee no 


cauſe to retract a ſingle ſentence, or to propoſe 


any matter differently than before. If any one 


ſhould beſtow the Pains to compare this with 


the former Edition, he will indeed find ſeveral 


verbal alterations, in which brevity, perſpicuity 


and 
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and preciſion alone have been conſulted : but he |. 
will not meet with a ſingle variation, which in BY 
any meaſure changes the meaning of the Paſſage. | 
Had I materially altered my Sentiments, I would 
either have refuſed to concur in publiſhing a 
ſecond edition; or have fairly avowed that alter- 
ation : but on the contrary, I deem it incum- 
bent upon me to declare, that I am more than 
ever eſtabliſhed in the belief of all thoſe doctrines, 
that I before propoſed, as the leading Truths of 
Chriſtianity. 


THOMAS SCOTT. 


CHAPEL STREET, 
March, 31, 1789. 
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Giving an Account of the State of the AuTnor's 
Mind, and Conſcience, previous to, and at the Com- 
mencement of that Change, whereof he purpoſes to 
give the HISTORY. J 


OTWITHSTANDING that I was not edu- 
cated in what is commonly conſidered as ig- 
norance of God, and Religion; yet until the fix- 
teenth year of my age, I do not remember that I 
ever was under any ſerious conviction of my being a 
ſinner, in danger of wrath, or in need of mercy : 
nor did I ever, during this part of my life, that I re- 


collect, offer one hearty prayer to God in ſecret. 


Being alienated from God through the ignorance 


that was in me, I lived without him in the world; 


and as utterly neglected to pay him any voluntary 
ſervice, as if I had been an Atheiſt in principle. 

But about my ſixteenth year I began to ſee that 1 
was a ſinner : a leper in every part, © there being no 
health in me;” out of many external indications 
of inward depravity, conſcience diſcoyered, and re- 
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proached me with one; and I was, for the firſt time, 
diſquieted with apprehentions of the wrath of an of- 
tcvded God, My attendance at the Lord's table be- 
ing expected about the lame time; (though I was 
very ignorant of the meaning and end of that ſacred 
ordinance ;) this cireumſtance; united with the accu- 


ſations of my conſcience, brought an awe upon my 


ſpirits, and interrupted my before undiſturbed courſe 
of fin. 
Being, however, an utter ſtranger to the depravity 
and helpleſſneſs of fallen nature, I had no doubt but 
I could amend my life whenever I pleaſed. Pre- 
vious therefore to communicating, 1 ſet about an 
unwilling reformation ; and . procuring a form of 
prayer, Iattempted to pay my ſecret addreſſes to the 
Majeſty of Heaven. In this manner having ſilenced 
my conſcience, I partook of the ordinance, held my 
reſolutions, and continued my devotions, ſuch as 
they were, for a little ſpace : but they were a u eari- 
neſs and a taſk to me; and temptations foon return- 
ing, I relapſed, my prayer-book was thrown aſide, 
and no more thought of, till my conſcience was again 
alarmed by the next warning given for the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's ſupper. Then the ſame groun 1 
was gone over again, and with the ſame iſſue, My 
goodneſs was like the morning dew, that paſſeth 
away; and loving fin, and difreliſhing religious du- 
ties as much as ever, I returned, as the ſow, that is 
waſhed to her wallowing in the mire. x 
With little variation this was my courſe of life for 


nine years: but in that time I had ſuch experience 
of 


ES 1 


of my own weakneſs, and the ſuperior force of 
temptation, that I ſecretly concluded reformation in 
my caſe to be impracticable. Can the Ethiopian 
9 change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots?“ I was 
Z* experimentally convinced that I was equally unable, 
J with the feeble barrier of reſolutions and endea- 
E vours, to ſtem the torrent of my impetuous inclina- 
tions, when ſwelled by welcome, ſuitable, and power- 
ful temptations : and being ignorant that God had 
reſerved this to himſelf as his own work, and had 
engaged to do it for the poor finner, who, feeling 
his own inſufficiency, is heartily defirous to have it 
done by him; I ſtifled my convictions as well as 1 
could, and put off my repentance to a more conve- 
nient ſeaſon. 
But being of a reflecting turn, and much alone, 
my mind was almoſt conſtantly employed. Aware 
of the uncertainty of life, I was diſquieted with con- 
tinual apprehenfions, that this more convenient ſea- 
ſon would never arrive; eſpecially as, through an 
unconfirmed ſtate of health, I had many warnings, 
and near proſpects of death, and eternity, For a 
long time I entertained. no. doubt, but that impeni- 
tent finners would be miſerable for ever in Hell : 
and at ſome ſeaſons ſuch amazing reflections upon 
this awful ſubject forced themſelves into my mind, 
that I was overpowered with them, and my fears 
became intolerable. At ſuch times my extempore 
cries for mercy were ſo wreſtling, and perſevering, 
that I was ſcarcely able to give over; though at 
other times I lived without prayer of any ſort : yet, 
B 2 in 
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41 
in my darkeſt hours, though my conſcience was 
awakened to diſcover more and more finfulneſs in- 


my whole behaviour, there remained a hope that I 
ſhould one day repent, and turn unto God. If this 


hope was from myſelf, it was a horrid preſumption : 


but the event makes me willing to acknowledge a 
perſuaſion that it was from the Lord : for had it not 
been for this hope, I ſhould probably have given 
way to temptations, which frequently aſſaulted me, 
of putting an end to my own life, in proud diſcen- 
tent with my lot in this world, and mad deſpair 
about another. c 

A hymn of Dr. Watts's, in his admirable little 
book for children, entitled, © The all-ſeeing God,” 
at this time fell in my way; I was much affected 
with it, and having committed it to memory, was 
frequently repeating it, and was thereby continually 
reminded of my guilt and danger. Parents may 
from this inconſiderable circumſtance be reminded, 


that it is of great importance to ſtore their children's 


minds with ſuch uſeful matter, inſtead of ſuffering 


them to be furniſhed with ſuch corrupting traſh, as 


is commonly taught them. They know not what 
uſe God may make of theſe early rudiments of in- 
ſtruction in future life. At this period, though I 


was the flave of fin, yet, as my conſcicnce was not 


pacified, nor my principles greatly corrupted, there 


ſeemed ſome hope concerning me: but at length 


Satan took a very effectual method of filencing my 
convictions, that I might ſleep ſecurely in my fins ; 


and juſtly was J given over to a ſtrong deluſion to 
believe 
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believe a lie, when I held the truth that T did know 


in uarighteouſneſs. A Socinian comment on the 


Scriptures came in my way, and I greedily drank the 
poiſon, becauſe it quieted my fears, and flattered my 


abominable pride. The whole ſyſtem coincided ex- 


a&tly with my inclinations, and the ſtate of my mind, 
and approved itſelf to me. In reading this expoſi- 
tion, fin ſeemed to loſe its native uglineſs, and ap- 
pear a very ſmall and tolerable evil; man's imper- 
fect obedience ſeemed to ſhine with an almoſt divine 
excellency; and God appeared ſo entirely and neceſſa- 
rily mereiful, that he could not make any of his crea- 


tures miſerable, without contradicting his natural 


propenſity. Theſe things influenced my. mind fo 


powerfully, that I concluded, that notwithſtanding a 


few little blemiſhes, I was, upen the whole, a very 
worthy creature. Then further, the myſteries of the 
Goſpel being explained away, or brought down to 
the level of man's comprehenfion by ſuch proud and 
corrupt, though ſpecious reaſonings; by acceding to 
theſe ſentiments, I was, in my own opinion, in point 
of underſtanding and diſcernment, exalted to a ſu- 
periority above the general run of mankind; and 


amuſed myſelf with looking down with contempt 


upon ſuch, as were weak enough to believe the or- 
thodox doctrines. Thus I generally ſoothed my 
conſcience : and if at any time I was unc aſy at the 
apprehenſion that I did not thoroughly deſerve, and 
was not entirely fit for Heaven; the ſame book 
afforded me a ſoft pillow, on which to lull myielf to 
fleep: it argued, and I thought proved, that there 
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were no eternal torments; and inſinuated, that there 
were no torments except for notorious ſinners; and 
that ſuch, as ſhould fall juſt ſhort of Heaven, would 
ſink into their original nothing. With this welcome 
ſcheme I ſilenced all my fears, and told my accuſing 


_ conſcience, that if I fell ſhort of Heaven, I ſhould be 


aunihil.ited, and never be ſenſible of my loſs. 


Dy experience I am well acquainted with Satan's 


intention, in employing ſo many of his ſervants to 


invent thoſe peſtilent errors, whether in ſpeculation 


or practice, that have in all ages corrupted, and 


enervated the pure and powerful doctrine of the 
Goſpel; for they lead to forgetfulneſs of God, and 
ſecurity in fin, and are deadly poiſon to every ſoul, 
that imbibes them, unleſs a miracle of grace prevent. 


Such on one hand are all the ſuperſtitious doctrines 


of popery ; purgatory, penances, abſolutions, indul- 
gencee, merits of good works, and the acceptable- 
neſs of will worſhip, and uncommanded obſervances : 
that are theſe but engines of the Devil, to keep men 
quiet in their fins? Man, reſolved to follow the 
dictates of his depraved inclination, and not to bound 
his purſuits, and enjoyments within the limits of 
God's holy law, catches at any thing to ſoften the 
horrible thought of eternal miſery. This is the 
awakening reflection, God's ſword in the conſcience, 
wich *tis Satan's buſineſs, by all his diabolical arti- 
fice, to endeavour to ſheath, blunt, or turn aſide ; 
knowing, that whilſt the alarming apprehenſion is 
preſent to the ſoul, he can never maintain his poſſeſ- 
lion of it in peace, By ſuch inventions therefore as 

theſe, 


believe them. Being taken captive in this ſpare by 


E 
theſe, he takes care to furniſh the ſinner with that, 
which he ſeeks for, and to enable him to walk ac- 
cording to the courſe of this wicked world, and the 
defires of depraved nature, without being diſturbed 
by ſuch dreadful thoughts. The ſame, on the other 
hand, is the tendency of all thoſe ſpeculations of 
reaſoning men, which ſet God's attributes at vas 
riance with each other: which repreſent the Supreme 
Governor ſo weakly merciful, as neither to regard 
the demands of his juſtice, the glory of his holineſs, 
the veracity of his word, nor the peaceable order 
and ſubordination. of the univerſe ; which exp'ain 
away all the myſteries of the Goſpel ; and repreſent 
fin, that fruitful root of evil, that enemy of God, 
that favourite of Satan, as a very little thing, ſcarce 
noticed by the Almighty: and which, contrary to 
Scripture, and univerſal experience and obſervation, 
would perſuade us, that man is not a depraved 
creature. | 

Theſe latter ſentiments I acceded to, and main- 
tained, as long as I could; and I did it, moſt aſ- 
ſuredly, becauſe they ſoothed my conſcience, freed 
me from the preſſing fears of damnation, and ena- 
bled me to think favourably of myſelf, For theſe 
reaſons alone I loved, and choſe this ground; I 
fixed myſelf upon it, and there I fortifled myſelf 
with all the arguments, and reaſonings, I could 
meet with. Theſe things I wiſhed to believe ; and I 
had my wiſh, for at length I did moſt confidently 


Satan, I ſhould here have periſhed, with a he in my 
right 
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right hand, had not that Lord, whom I diſhonoured, 
ſnatched me as a brand from the burning. 
In this ſtate of mind I attempted to obtain admiſ- 


ſion into holy orders. Wrapt up in the proud 


notion of the dignity of human nature, I had loſt 
ſight of the evil of fin, and thought little of my own 
ſinfulneſs: I was filled with a ſelf- important opinion 
of my own worth, and the depth of my underſtand- 
ing: I had adopted a ſyſtem of religion, accommo- 
dated to that fooliſh pride, having almoſt wholly diſ- 
earded myſteries from my erced, and regarding 
with fovereign contempt thoſe, who believed them. 
As far as I underſtood thoſe controverſies, I was 
nearly a Socinian, and a Pelagian, and wholly an 
Arminian : yet. to my ſhame be it ſpoken, I ſought 
to obtain admiſſion into the miniſtry, in a church, 
whoſe doctrines are diametrically oppoſed to all the 
three: without once concerning myſelf about thoſe 
barriers, which the wiſdom of our fore fathers have 
placed about her, purpoſcly to prevent the intruſion 
of ſuch dangerous heretics, as I then was. 

Whilſt I was preparing for this ſolemn office, 


I lived, as before, in known fin, and in utter neglect 


of prayer: my whole preparation conſiſting of no- 


thing elſe, but an attention to thoſe ſtudies, which 


were more immediately required, tor my reputably 
paſſing through the previous examination, 

And thus, after ſome difliculty, with a heart full of 
pride, and all manner of wickedneſs, my life being 
polluted with many unrepented, unforſaken fins, 
without one cry ior mercy, one prayer for direction 
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or aſſiſtance in, or a bleſſing upon what I was about 


to do; after having concealed my real ſentiments 


under the maſk of general expreſſions ; after having 
ſubſcribed articles directly contrary to my then 
belief; and after having blaſphemouſly declared, in 


the preſence of God, and of the congregation, in the 
moft ſolemn manner, ſealing it with the Lord's ſup- 


per, that I judged myſelf to be inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt to take this office upon me ; (not 
knowing or believing that there was a Holy Ghoſt :) 
on September the 2oth, 1772, I was ordained a 
Deacon. For ever bleſſed be the God of all long- 
ſuffering and mercy, who had patience with ſuch a 
rebel and blaſphemer, ſuch an irreverent trifler with 


his majeſty, and ſuch a preſumptuous intruder into - 


his ſacred miniſtry! I never think of this daring 


wickedneſs, without being filled with amazement / 


that I am out of Hell ; without adoring. that gra» 


cious God, who permitteth ſuch an atrocious ſinner - 


to live, yea, to ſerve him, and with acceptance, I 
truſt, to call him Father, and as his miniſter, to 
ſpeak in his name. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul, 
and all that is within me, bleſs his holy name: 


&* Praiſe the Lord, O my. foul, and forget not all his 


benefits; who forgiveth all thy fin, and healeth 
all thy infirmities ; who ſaveth thy life from de- 
e ſtruction, and crowneth thee with mercy and lov- 
„ ing-kindneſs.” May I love much, and very hum- 


bly and devotedly ſerve that God, who has multi- 


plied his mercies, in abundantly pardoning my com- 
plicated provocations ! 
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My views in entering into the miniſtry, as far as I 
ean aſcertain them, were theſe three. 1. A defire 


of a leſs laborious, and more comfortable way of 


procuring a livelihood, than otherwiſe I had the 
proſpect of. 2. The expectation of more leiſure to 
employ in reading, of which I was inordinately fond. 
And 3. A proud conceit of my abilities, and a vain- 
glorious imagination, that I ſhould ſome time diſtin- 
guiſh and advance myſelf im the literary world. 
Theſe were my ruling motives in taking this bold 
ſtep : motives as oppoſite to thoſe, which ſhould 
have influence therein, as pride is oppoſite to humi- 
lity ; ambition to contentedneſs in a low eſtate, and 
a willingneſs to be the leaſt of all, and the ſervant of 
all; as oppoſite, as love of ſelf, of the world, of 


filthy lucre, and ſlothful eaſe, is oppoſite to the love 


of God, and of ſouls, and of the laborious work of 
the miniſtry. Mine therefore be the ſhame of this 
heinous fin, and to God be all the glory of over- 
ruling it for good, I truſt, both to unworthy me, 


and to his dear people, the church, which he hath. 


purchaſed with his own blood, 

My ſubſequent conduct was ſuitable to theſe mo- 
tives. No ſooner was I fixed in a curacy, than with 
cloſe application. I fat down to the ſtudy of the 
learned languages, and fuch other matters as I con- 
fidered moſt needful, in order to lay the foundation 
of my future advancement. And would I were now 
as diligent in ſerving God, as I was then in ſerving 
ſelf, and ambition! I ſpared no pains; I ſhunned, 
as much as I well could, all acquaintance and diver- 
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= fions; and I retrenched upon my uſual hours of ſleep, 
3 that I might keep more cloſely to this buſineſs. As 
q a miniſter, .I attended juſt enough to the public du- 
1 ties of my ſtation, to ſupport a decent character, 
; 1 which I deemed ſubſervient to my main deſign; 
4 and from the ſame principle I aimed at morality in 
Z my outward deportment, and affected ſeriouſneſs in 


2 my converſation. As to the reſt, I ſtill lived in the 
4 practice of what I knew to be ſinful, and in the en- 
tire neglect of all ſecret religion: if ever inclined to 
pray, conſcious guilt ſtopped my mouth, and I ſel- 
dom went farther than God be merciful unto me.” 
. However, perceiving that my Socinian principles 
were very diſreputable ; and being conſcious, ſrom 
3 my own experience, that they were unfavourable to 
ö morality, I concealed them, in a great meaſure: both 
for my credit's ſake, and from a defire I entertained, 
ſubſervient to my main deſign, of ſucceſsfully incul- 
4 cating the practice of the moral duties, upon thoſe, 
Z to whom I preached. My ftudies indeed lay very 
2 little in divinity, but this little all oppoſed that part 
Z of my ſcheme, which reſpected the puniſhment of 
the wicked in the other world: and therefore (being 
BY now removed at a diſtance from thoſe authors, 
1 whence. I had imbibed my ſentiments, and from 
whoſe reaſonings I had learned to defend them) 1 
began gradually to be ſhaken in my former confi- 
dence, and once more to be under ſome apprehen- 
ſions of eternal miſery. Being alſo ſtatedly em- 
1 ployed, and with the appearance of ſolemnity, in the 
[ | public 
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public worſhip of God, whilſt I neglected and pro- 


voked him in ſecret ; my conſcience clamorouſly re- 


proached me with baſe hyprociſy, and I began to 


conclude, that if eternal torments were reſerved for 
any finners, I certainly ſhould be one of the number. 
And now again I was filled with anxious fears, and 
terrifying alarms ; eſpecially as I was continually 
meditating upon what might be the awful conſe- 
.quence, ſhould I be called hence by ſudden death. 
Even my cloſe application to ſtudy could not ſooth 
my conſcience, nor quiet my fears: under the at- 
fected air of chearfulneſs, I was truly miſerable. 
This was my ſtate of mind when the change I am 
about torelate began to take place. How it commenced, 
in what manner, and by what ſteps it proceeded, and 


how it was completed, will be the ſubject of the ſe- 


cond part of this work. This firſt part I ſhall con- 
- clude by obſerving, that though I was ſtaggered in 
my favourite ſentiment before mentioned, and in my 
views of the perſon of Chriſt was verging towards 
Arianiſm; yet in my other opinions, I was more 
confirmed than ever. What thoſe opinions were, I 


have already in brief declared; and they will occur 


again, and be more fully explained, as I proceed to 
relate the manner, in which I was conſtrained to re- 
nounce them one after another, and to accede to 
thoſe, that were directly contrary thereto. Let it 
' ſuffice to ſay, that I was brim full of proud ſelf. ſuf- 
ficiency, very politive, and very obſtinate : and being 
' ſituated in the neighbourhood of ſome of thoſe whom 
the 


„ 


the world calls Methodiſts *, J joined in the prevail- 


ing ſentiment, held them in ſovereign contempt, 


ſpoke of them in derifion, declaimed againſt them 
from the pulpit, as perſons full of bigotry, enthu- 


fiaſm, and ſpiritual pride; laid heavy things to their 


charge, and endeavoured to prove the doctrines, 
which I ſuppoſed them to hold, (for I had never read 
their books,) to be diſhonourable to God, and de- 
fiructive tv morality. And though in ſome compa- 
nies I choſe to conceal ſome part of my ſentiments, 
and in all affected to ſpeak as a friend to univerſal 
toleration ; yet ſcarce any perſon could be more 
proudly, and violently prejudiced, 3 both their 
perſons and principles. 


* Methodiſt, as a ſtigma of reproach, was firſt applied to Mr. 
Weſley, Mr. Whitfield, and their followers; to thoſe, who, 
though profeſſing an attachment to our eſtabliſhed church, and 
diſclaiming the name of Diſſenters, were not. conformiſts in 
point of parochial order, but had ſeparate ſeaſons, places and 
aſſemblies for worſhip. The term has fince been extended by 
many to all perſons, whether clergy or laity, who preach or 
profeſs the doctrines of the reformation, as expreſſed in the arti- 
cles and liturgy of our church. For this fault they muſt all ſub- 


mit to bear the reproachful name alike, eſpecially the minifters ; 


nor will the mott regular and peaceable compliance with the in- 
junctions of the rubric exempt them from it, if they avow the au- 
thoriſed, but now exploded doctrines, to which they have ſub. 


ſcribed, My acquaintance, hitherto, has been only with Me- 
thodiſts of this latter deſcription z and 1 have them only in view, 


whenever I uſe the term. 
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PART THE SECOND. 


Containing an HISTORY of this Change; the Manner 


in which, and the Means, by which it was at length 
effected. | 


N January, 1774, two of my pariſhioners, a man, 
and his wife, lay at the point of death. I had 
heard of it, but according to my general cuſtom, not 
being ſent for, I took no notice of it; but one 
evening, the woman being already dead, and the 
man dying, I heard that my neighbour Mr. 
had been ſeveral times to viſit them, Immediately 
my conſcience reproached me with being ſhamefully 
negligent, in fitting at home within a few doors of 
dying perſons, my general hearers, and never going 
to viſit them. Directly it occurred to me, that what- 
ever contempt I might have for Mr. 's doc- 
trines, I muſt acknowledge his practice to be more 
conſiſtent with the miniſterial character, than mine. 
He muſt have more zeal, and love for ſouls, than I 
| | had, or he would not have walked fo far to viſit, and "S 
0 ſupply my lack of care to thoſe, who, as far as I 1 
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Wl || was concerned, might have been left to periſh in 
I |! their fins. 


1 This reflection affected me ſo much, that earneſtly, 
il yea with tears, and without delay, I beſought the 
Lord to forgive my paſt neglect; and reſolved 
thenceforth to be more attentive to this duty: which 
ith Ee | reſolution, | 
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of one perſon already dead, and another expiring in 


convinced, that my entrance into the miniſtry had 


1 
reſolution, though at firſt formed in ignorant de- 
wn ſtrength, I have by divine 
grace been enabled hitherto to keep. Immediately 
I went to viſit the ſurvivor; and the affecting ſight 


pendance on my 


the ſime chamber, ſerved more deeply to impreſs 
my ſcrious convictions : and from that time I have 
conitantly viſited the ſick of my pariſhes, as far as I 
had opportunity; and have endeavoured, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, to perform that eſſential part of a 
pariſh minifter's duty. 
Some time after this, a friend recommended to my 
peruſal the concluſion of Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of 
His Own Times, eſpecially that part which reſpects 
the clergy, It had the intended effect: I was confi- 
derably inſtructed, and impreſſed thereby; I was 


deen the reſult of very wrong motives, was preceded 
with a very unfuitable preparation, and accompanied 
with a very improper conduct: ſome uneafinefs was 
alſo excited in my mind, concerning my neglect of 
the important duties of that high calling. And 
though I was too much the ſlave of fin, devoted to 
other ſtudies, and in love with this preſent world, to 
rehaquiſh my flattering purſuit of reputation and 
preferment, and change the courſe of my life, ſtudies, 
and employments : yet I experienced, by intervals, 


defires and purpoſes at ſome future period, of de- 


voting myſelf wholly to the work of the miniſtry, in 
the manner, to which he exhorts the clergy. 
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All theſe things increaſed the clamorous remon- 
firances of my conſcience : and at this time I lived 
without any ſecret religion, becauſe, without ſome 
reformation in my conduct as a man, and a miniſter, 
I did not dare to pray. My convictions would no 
longer be filenced, or appeaſed; and they became ſo 
intolerably troubleſome, that I reſolved to make one 
more effort towards amendment. In good earneſt, 
and not totally without ſeeking the aſſiſtance of the 
Lord by prayer, I attempted to break the chains, 
wherewith Satan had hitherto held my ſoul in 
bondage, It pleaſed the Lord, that I at this time 
ſhould obtain ſome advantages; part of my groſſer 
defilements I was enabled to relinquiſh, and to enter 
upon a form of devotion, Formal enough indeed it 
was! for I neither knew that Mediator, through 


whom, nor that Spirit, by whom prayers are offered 


with acceptance unto God1 and yet, though utterly 
in the dark, as to the true and living way to the 
throne of grace, I am perſuaded, there were even 
then ſeaſons, when I was enabled to riſe above a 
mere form, and to offer petitions ſo far piritual, as 
to be accepted and anſwered. 


I was now ſomewhat reformed in my outward 


conduct; but the renewing in the ſpirit of my mind, 
if begun, was ſcarce diſcernible. As my life was, in 
my own judgment, leſs wicked, my heart grew more 
proud; the idol ſelf was the object of my adoration 
and obeiſance : my worldly advancement was more 


eagerly ſought than ever ; ſome flattering proſpects. 
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ſeemed to open, and I reſolved to improve my ad- 
vantages, to the uttermoſt. At the ſame time every 


thing tended to increaſe my good opinion of myſelf : 
I wis treated with kindneſs and friendſhip by per- 
ſons, from whom J had no reaſon to expect it: my 
preaching was well received; my acquaintance ſeemed 
to be courted ; my fooliſh heart verily believed, that 


all this, and much more, was due to my ſuperior 
worth: whilſt conſcience, which before, by its mor- 
tifying accuſations, was uſeful to preſerve ſome ſenſe 
of unworthineſs in my mind, was now ſilenced, or 
ſeemed to authoriſe that pride, which before it 
checked. And becauſe I had the diſadvantage of 


converſing in general with ſuch perſons, as either fa- 


voured my ſentiments ; or, out of good manners, or 
becauſe they ſaw it would be in vain, would not 
contradict me ; I concluded that my ſcheme of doc- ; 
trine was the exact ſtandard of truth, and that by my 
ſuperior abilities I was capable of confuting or con- 


vincing all, who were otherwiſe minded. In this 
view of the matter, I felt an eager defire of entering 
into a religious controverſy, eſpecially with a Cal- 
viniſt. 

It was at this time that my correſpondence with 
Mr. commenced. At the viſitation, May, 
1775 we exchanged a few words in an argumentative 


way, in the room among the clergy, which I believe 


drew many eyes upon us. At that time he pru— 
dently declined the diſcourſe, but a day or two after 
ſent me a ſhort note, and a little book for my pe- 
ruſal, This was the very thing I wanted, and I 
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gladly embraced the opportunity, which, according 
to my wiſhes, ſeemed now to offer. This I did, God 
knoweth, with no inconfiderable expectations, that 
my arguments would prove irreſiſtibly convincing, 
and that I ſhould have the honour of reſcuing a 
well - meaning perfon from his enthufiaſtical de- 
lufions. 

Indeed at this time I had conceived a very fa. 
vourable opinion of, and a ſort of reſpect for him: 
becauſe I was acquainted with the character he ſuſ- 
tained even amongſt ſome perſons, who expreſſed a 
diſapprobation of his doctrines; they were forward 
to commend him as a benevolent, difintereſted, and 
inoffenſive perſon, and a laborious miniſter. On the 
other hand, I looked upon his religious ſentiments _ * 2? 
as rank fanaticiſm, and entertained a very contempti- 
ble opinion of his abilities, natural and acquired. 
Once I had the curiofity to hear him preach, and . 

not underſtanding his ſermon, I made a very great 1 
jeſt of it, where I could do it without giving offence, 1 
I had alſo read one of his publications; but for the 1 
fame reaſon, I thought the greater part of it to . | 
whimfical, paradoxical, and unintelligible. 
Concealing therefore the true motives of my con- 
duct under the offer of friendſhip, and a profeſſed 
defire to know the truth, (which, amidit all my ſelf- 
| ſufficiency and prejudice, I truſt the Lord had even 
then given me,) with the greateſt affectation of can- 
dour, and a mind open to conviction, I wrote him a 
Jong letter: purpoſing to draw from him ſuch an 
| avowal, | 3 
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avowal, and explanation of his ſentiments, as would 
introduce a controverſial diſcuſſion of our religious 
differences. , 7 | 
The event by no means anſwered my expectation : 
he returned me a very friendly and long anſwer to 


1 my letter; in which he carefully avoided the men- 
A tion of thoſe doctrines, which he knew would offend 
A} me : he declared, that he beheved me to be one, that 
'Y feared God, and that was under the teaching of his 
9 Holy Spirit; that he gladly accepted my offer of 


friendſhip, and was no ways inclined to dictate to me; 
but leaving me to the guidance of the Lord, would 
be glad, as occaſion ſerved, from time to time, to 
bear teſtimony to the truths of the Goſpel, and to 
communicate his ſentiments unto me, on any ſubject, 
with all the confidence of friendſhip. 

In this manner our correſpondence began, and was 
continued, in the interchange of nine or ten letters, 
until December the ſame year. Throughout I held 


1 my purpoſe, and he his: I made uſe of every endea- 
.Y vour to draw him into controverſy, and filled my let- 


ters with definitions, enquiries, arguments, objec- 
tions, and conſequences, and required explicit anſwers : 
he, on the other hand, ſhunned every thing contro- 
verſial, as much as poſſible, and filled his letters with 
the moſt uſeful, and leaft offenſive inſtructions : ex- 
cept that now and then he dropped hints concerning 
the neceſſity, and the true nature, and efficacy of 
faith; and the manner in which it was to be ſought, 
and obtained ; and concerning ſome other matters, 
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guiry after truth. But tliey much offended my pre- |; 
j judices, afforded me matter of diſputation; and at 43 
15 that time were of little uſe to me. | ; 
ml This however 1s certain, that through the whole | 
of the correſpondence, I diſputed with every argu- Þ 
gument I could deviſe againſt almoſt every thing he. A 
advanced; was very much nettled at many things 2 
he aſſerted: I read great part of his letters, and 3 
| ſome books he ſent me with much indifference, and L | 
contempt ; conſtrued his declining controverſy into | 
an acknowledgment of weakneſs ; and triumphed in 
many companies, as having confuted his arguments, 
' - And at the laſt, when J could not obtain my end, at 1 
my inſtance the correſpondence was dropped. F 
His letters and my anſwers are now by me; and Z 
| on a careful peruſal of them, compared with all that 9 
I can recollect concerning this matter, I give this as KF 
| a faithful account of this correſpondence, though | 4 
WINE | different from what has been repreſented, His let- A 
100 ters will 1 hope ſhortly be made public, being ſuch 1 
as promiſe greater uſefulneſs to others, than, through 1 
my proud, contentions ſpirit, I experienced from 
them. Mine deſerve only to be forgotten, except, 2» 
as they are uſeful to me to remind me what I was, 1 
and to mortify my pride; as they illuſtrate my 8 
1} ſriend's patience and candour, in ſo long bearing F 
with my ignorance and arrogance ; and notwithſtand- N > 
ing my unteachable quarrelſome temper, continuing 
his benevolent labours for my good: and eſpecially, 
as they remind me of the goodneſs of God, who, 
though he abominates, and refiſts the proud; yet 
knows 3 
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knows how to bring down the ſtout heart, not only 


by the iron rod of his wrath, but by the golden 
ſceptre of his grace. 

In this manner our correſpondence, and acquain- 
tance, for the preſent, were almoſt wholly broken off: 
for a long time we ſeldom met, and then only inter- 


changed a few words on general topics of converſa- 


tion, Yet all along he perſeveringly told me, to my 
no ſmall offence, that I ſhould accede one day to his 
religious principles; that he had ſtood on my 
ground, and that I ſhould ſtand on his: and he con- 
ſtantly informed his friends, that though ſlowly, I 
was ſurely feeling my way to the knowledge of the 
truth, So clearly could he diſcern the dawnings of 
grace in my ſoul, amidſt all the darkneſs of de- 
praved nature, and obſtinate rebellion to the will 
of God, 

This expeRation was priacipally grounded on my 
conduct in the following circumſtances. Immes« 
diately after the commencement of our correſpon - 
dence, namely, in May 1775, whilſt my thoughts 
were much engroſſed by ſome hopes of preferment ; 
one Sunday, during the time of divine ſervice, when 
the pſalm was named, I opened the prayer-book to 


turn to it: but (accidentally ſhall I ſay, or provi- 


dentially ?) I opened upon the articles of religion ; 
and the eighth, reſpecting the authority and warrant 
of the Athanaſian creed, immediately engaged my 
attention. My diſbelief of the doctrine of a trinity 
of coegual perſons in the unity of the Godhead, and 


my pretenſions to candour, both combined to excite 


my 
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Ty hatred to this creed: for which reaſons, I had 
been accuſtomed to ſpeak of it with contempt, and 
to neglect reading it officially, No ſooner therefore 
did I read the words. That it was to be thoroughly 
* received, and believed; for that it might be 
« proved by moſt certain warrants of holy ſcrip- 
% ture;” than my mind was greatly impreſſed, and 
affected. The matter of ſubſcription immediately 
occurred, and from that moment I conceived ſuch 
ſcruples about it, that until my view of the whole 
ſyſtem of goſpel doctrine was entirely changed, they 
remained inſuperable. 

"Tis wiſely ſaid by the ſon of Sirach, My ſon, 
« if thou come to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy foul 
for temptation,” I had twice before ſubſcribed 
theſe articles with the ſame religious ſentiments, I 


% 


now entertained, But conſcience being aſleep, and 


the ſervice of the Lord no part of my concern, I 
conſidered ſubſcription as a matter of courſe, a ne- 
eeſſary form, and very little troubled myſelf about 
it. But now, though full of pride, of ambition, and 
of the love of the world, my heart was fincerely 
towards the Lord, and I dared not to venture on a 
known fin deliberately, for the ſake of temporal in- 
tereſt, Subſcription to articles which I did not be- 
lieve, paid as a price for church preferment, I 
looked upon as an impious lye, a heinous guilt, that 


could never truly be repented of, without throwing 
back the wages of iniquity. The more I pondered” 


it, the more ſtrenuouſly my conſcience proteſted 
againſt | it. At length, after a violent conflict betwixt 
intereſt 


„ 


3 

Intereſt and conſcience, I made known my ſcruples, 
and my determination not to ſubſeribe: thus my 
views of preſerment were deliberately given up, and 
with an increaſing family I was left, as far as mere 
human prudence could diſcern, with little other 
proſpect, than that of poverty and diſtreſs. My 
ſeruple was, as I now fee, a miſtaken one; much 
ſelf- ſufficiency, undue warmth of temper, and obſti- 
nacy were betrayed in the management of this 


affair, for which I ought to be humbled. But my 


adherence to the dictates of my conſcience, and hold- 


ing faſt my integrity in ſuch trying circumſtances, I 


never did, nor, I truſt, ever ſhall repent of. 

No ſooner was my determination known, than I 
was much blamed by many of my friends. They 
all, I am ſenſible, did it out of kindneſs to me, but 


they uſed arguments of different kinds. And though I 


was confirmed in my reſolution by the reaſonings 
uſed to induce me to alter it; yet were they at 
length made inſtrumental in bringing me to this im- 
portant determination: © not ſo to believe what any 


man ſaid, as to take it upon his authority, but to. 
„ ſearch the word of God with this fingle intention, 
to diſcover, whether the articles of the church of 


© England in general, and this creed in particular, 
„% were, or were not, agreeable thereto.” I had ſtudied 
the ſcriptures in ſome meaſure before, for the ſake 
of becoming acquainted with the original languages, 
and in order to fetch thence detached texts to ſup- 
port my own ſyſtem ; and I had a telerable acquain- 
tance with the hiſtorical, and preceptiye parts of 
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them: but I had not ſearched this precious repoſitory 
of divine ka »wledge, with the expreſs defign of diſco- 
vering the truth in controverted matters of doctrine, 
I had very rarely been troubled with ſuſpicions that 
I was, or might be miſtaken; and now rather 
thought of becoming better qualified upon ſcriptural 
grounds to defend my determination, than of being 
led to any change of ſentiments, 

However, I ſet about the enquiry ; and the firſt 
paſſage, as I remember, which made me ſuſpect, 
that I might be wrong, was James i. 5. If any of 
&« you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, who giveth 
& to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it 
„ ſhall be given him,” On conſidering theſe words 
with ſome attention, I became conſcious, that though 


I had thought myſelf wiſe, yet certainly I had ob- 


tained none of my wiſdom in this manner; for I had 
never offered one prayer to that effect in my life: 
and J alſo perceived, that this text contained a ſuita- 


ble direction, and an encouraging promiſe in my pre- 


ſent enquiry: and from this time, in my poor man- 
ner, I began to aſk God to give me this promiſed 
wiſdom. 

Shortly after I meditated upon, and preached 
from John vii. 16, 17. My doctrine is not mine, 
* but his that ſent me; if any man will do his will, 


& he ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be of 


« God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf,” J was ſur- 
priſed that I had not before attended to ſuch re- 


markable words. I diſcovered that they contained 


a direction, and a promiſe calculated to ſerve as a 
| clue, 
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elue, in extricating the ſincere enquirer after truth, 
from that labyrinth of controverſy, wherein, at his 
firſt ſetting out, he is like to be bewildered. And 
though my mind was too much leavened with the 
pride of reaſoning, as yet to reap that benefit from 
this precious text, which it is capable of affording to 
the ſoul, that is humbly willing to be taught of God. 
yet, being conſcious that I was willing to riſque 


— 


every thing, in doing what I thought his will; I was 


encouraged with the aſſurance, that if I were under 
2 miſtake, I ſhould ſometime diſcover it. 

I was further led to ſuſpect that I might poſſivly 
be wrong, becauſe I had not hitherto ſought the 
truth in the proper manner, by attending to Pro- 


verbs c. ili. v. 5, 6. Truſt in the Lord with all thine 
« heart, and lean not to thine own underſtanding: in 


« all thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall direct 
„thy paths,” 


in the Lord with all my heart, nor acknowledged 
him in all my ways, nor depended on his directions 
in all my paths; but in my religious ſpeculations, 
had leaned wholly to my own underſtanding, 2 
But though theſe paſſages, and ſome others, made 


for the preſent a great impreſſion upon me, and in- 


fluenced me to make it a part of my daily prayets, 
that I might be directed to a right underſtanding of 


the word of God; yet my pride and addictedneſs to 


controverſy had, as ſome deſperate diſeaſe, infected 
my whole ſoul, and was not to be cured all at once. 
I was s far from being like a little child, ſitting hum. 
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bly, and fimply at the Lord's feet, to learn from him 
the very firſt rudiments of divine knowledge. 
yet no abiding ſuſpicion, that all, which I had here- 
tofore accounted wiſdom, was fooliſhneſs, and muſt 
be unlearned, and counted loſs, before I could attain 
to the excellency of the true knowledge of Jeius 


Chriſt: for though I began to allow it probable, 


that in ſome few matters I might have been in an 
error, yet in the main I ſtill was confident my ſcheme 
of doctrine was true. When I was preſſed with ob- 
jections, and arguments againſt any of my ſenti- 
ments, and when doubts began to ariſe in my mind, 
to put off the uneaſineſs thereby occaſioned, my con- 
ſtant practice was to recollect, as far as I could, all 
the reaſonings, and interpretations of ſcripture, on 
the other fide of the queſtion : and when this failed 
of affording ſatis faction, I had recourſe to controver- 
fial writings, This drew me aſide from the pure 
word of God, occaſioned my being more remiſs and 
formal in prayer, and furniſhed me with defenſive 
armour againſt my convictions, with fuel for my paſ- 
fions, and food for my pride and ſelf-ſufficiency. 

At this time, Locke's Reaſonableneſs of Chriſ- 
tianity,” together with his vindications of it,” be- 
came my favourite piece of divinity. I ſtudied this, 
and many other of Mr. Locke's works, with great 
attention, and a fort of bigotted fondneſs; taking 
him almoſt implicitly for my maſter, adopting almoſt 
all his concluſions, borrowing many of his argu- 
ments, and being ſcarce able to endure ſuch, as 
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would not agree with me in my partiality for bird. 
This was of great diſſervice to me *, as, inſtead of 
getting forward in my enquiry after truth, I was 
thereby furniſhed with more ingenious, and ſpecious 
arguments, wherewith to defend my miſtakes. 

But I read one book at this time, becauſe men- 
tioned with approbation by Mr, Locke, that was of 
fingular uſe, namely, * Biſhop Burnet's Paſtoral 
Care.“ Therein I found but little that offended my 
prejudices, and many things, which came home to 
my conſcience, reſpecting my miniſterial obligations. 
A few ſhort extracts I ſhall lay before the reader, 
"7 that were moſt affecting to my own mind. Page 111, 
. | having mentioned the queſtion propoſed to thoſe, 
” who are about to be ordained Deacons: © Do you 
d truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 


3 . Ghoſt to take upon you this office, to ſerve God, 
3 “for promoting his glory, and the edifying of his 


g people?” He adds, © Certainly the anſwer that 


4 E eis made to this ought to be well conſidered : for 
li any one ſays I truſt ſo,' that yet knows nothing 


* After having ſpoken ſo freely of Mr. Locke's divinity, 
which I once ſo highly eſteemed, it ſeems a piece of juſtice 10 


: . acknowledge the very great obligations, which the whole reli- 
1 gious world is under to this great man, for his Treatiſe on Tole- 
= ration, and his anſwers to thoſe, who wrote againſt it. The 
BF grounds of religious liberty, and the reaſons, why every one 
| 3 | fhould be left to his own choice, to worſhip God according to his 
L | conſcience, were perhaps never generally underſtood fince the 


foundation of the world; until by theſe publications Mr, Locke. 
unanſwerably made them manifeſt, 


D 2 


Ec of 


& of any ſuch motion, and can give no account of it, 
"t he hes to the Holy Ghoſt, and makes his firſt ap- 
© proach to the altar with a lye in his mouth, and 
ce that not to men, but to God.” And again, 
page 112, © Shall not he (God) reckon with thoſe, 
« who dare to run without his miſſion, pretending 
© that they truſt they have it, when perhaps they 
« underſtand not the importance of it; nay, and 
“perhaps ſome laugh at it, as an enthufiaſtical 
« queſtion, who yet will go through with the office 
They come to Chriſt for the loaves ; they hope to 
* live by the altar, and the goſpel, how little ſoever 
e they ſerve at the one, or preach the other; there- 
« fore they will ſay any thing, that is neceſſary 
© for qualifying them to this, whether true, or 
* talle,” 
Again, page 122, having interwoven a great part 
of the excellent office of the ordination of prieſts, 
into his argument concerning the importance and 
weight of the work of the miniſtry; he adds, 
« Upon the whole matter, either this is all a piece 
of groſs, and impudent pageantry, dreſſed up in 
« grave, and lofty expreſſions, to ſtrike upon the 
« weaker part of mankind, and to furniſh the reſt 
« v;ith matter to their profane and impious ſcorn ; 
or it muſt be confeffed that prieſts come under the 
* moſt formal, and expreſs engagements to conſtant, 
« and diligent labour, that can be poſſibly contrived, 
&« gr ſet forth in words.” He concludes this ſubject 
of the ordination offices, with exhorting all candi- 
dates for orders to read them frequently, and at- 
| tentively, 


v 29 J 


tentively, during their ſeaſon of preparation; that 


that they may be aware before hand of the obliga- 


tions, they are about ſo ſolemnly to enter into; and 
to peruſe them at leaſt four times in the year, ever 
after their ordination, to keep in their minds a con- 
tinual remembrance of their important engagements. 


How neceſſary this counſel is, every miniſter, or can- 


didate for the miniſtry, muſt determine for them- 


ſelves: for my part, I had never read the office 
over once, when I was ordained, and was in great 


meaſure a ſtranger to the obligations, I was about to 
enter into, until the very ſeaſon; nor did I ever 
afterwards attend thereto, till this advice put me 
upon it. The ſhameful negligence, and extreme ab- 


ſurdity of my conduct in this reſpect, are too glaring, 
not to be underſtood, and applied by every one, who 
hath been guilty of a fimilar omiſſion. I would 
therefore only juſt mention, that hearty, earneft 
prayer to God, for his guidance, help and bleſſing, 
may be ſuitably recommended, as a proper attendant 
on ſuch peruſal of our obligations. 


Again, page 147, he thus ſpeaks of a wicked cler- 


gyman: His whole life has been a courſe of hy- 


& pocriſy in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, which is 
* the acting of a part, and the counterfeiting another 


« perſon, His fins have in them all poſſible aggra- 
* vations ; they are againſt knowledge, and againſt 
vous, and contrary to his character; they carry in 
them a deliberate contempt of all the truths, and 


„obligations of religion; and if he periſhes, he doth 
86 * not periſh alone, Þut carries a ſhoal down with 


D 3 “him, : 
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& him, either of thoſe, who have periſhed in igno- 
© rance through his neglect, or of thoſe, who have 


been hardened in their fins through his ill exam- 


« ple.” Again, page 183, having copiouſly diſ- 
courſed of the ſtudies befitting miniſters, eſpecially 
the ſtudy of the Scriptures, he adds, © But to give 


all theſe their full effect, a prieſt, that is much in 


nis ſtudy, ought to employ a great part of his time 
jn ſecret, and fervent prayer, for the direction, and 
e pleſſing of God in his labours, for the conſtant aſ- 
« fiſtance of his Holy Spirit, and for a lively ſenſe of 
« divine matters; that ſo he may feel the impreſſions 
« of them grow deep, and ſtrong upon his thoughts: 
« this, and this only, will make him go on with his 
„ work without Wearying, and be always rejoicing 


« in it.“ 
But the chief benefit, which accrued to me from 


the peruſal of the book, was this: I was excited by 


it to an attentive confideration of thoſe Scriptures, 
which ſpeak of the obligations, and duties of a mi- 
niſter, and which hitherto I had not obſerved, or 
very looſely attended to. In particular, it is yet 
freſh in my memory, that I was much affected with 
confidering the charge of precious ſouls committed 
to me, and the awful account one day to be rendered 


of them; as this ſubject occurred to me in meditat- 


ing on Ezekiel c. xxxiit. v. 7, 9. © So thou, O ſon of 


© man, I have ſet thee as a watchman unto the houſe 
* of Iſrael: therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at 
my mouth, and warn them from me. When I ſay 


« unto the wicked, O wicked man, Wan ſhalt furely 
«Me; 
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& die; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked 
& from his way, that wicked man hall die in his ini- 
1 equity, but his blood will T require at thine hand. 
0 « Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the wicked of his way, 
& to turn from it ; if he do not turn from his way, 
&« he ſhall die in his iniquity, but thou haſt del:vered 
« thy ſoul.” I was fully convinced, with Biſhop 
EE: Burnet, that every miniſter 1s as much concerned in 
3 this ſolemn warning, as the prophet himſelf, Acts 
c. xx. v. 17—35, was another portion of Scrip- 
1 ture, which by means of this book was brought 
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1 home to my conſcience; eſpecially, ver. 26, 27, 28, i 
2 which ſerve as an illuſtration of the foregoing Scrip- 1 
5 3 . . "Þ 7; 
ture: Wherefore I take you to record this day, | 
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** * that I am pure from the blood of all men, for I 
'*% * have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the coun- 
w « ſel of God. Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, 
| «and to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
e hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
= <«©blood.” . | | 
| In ſhort, at his inſtance I was put upon the at- 
"> tentive and repeated peruſal of the Epiſtles to Ti- 
| mothy and Titus, as containing the ſum of a mini- 
| fier's duty in all ages. I ſearched out, and care- 
fully confidered every text I could find in the whole 
ture, which referred to this argument. I was 
greatly impreſſed by 1 Cor, c. ix. v. 16. For 
* neceſſity is laid upon me; yea, woe is me, if 1 
„ preach not the Goſpel.” Nor was I leſs ſtrucx 
3 with Coloſſians, c. iv. v. 17. Say to Archippus, | 
«| „Take 
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„ Take heed to the miniſtry, which thou haft re- AY 
< ceived of the Lord, that thou fulfil it.” This 
was brought to my conſcience with power, as if the 
Apoſtle had in perſon ſpoken theſe words to me, 
But eſpecially, I was both inftrufted and enccuraged 
by meditating upon 1 Peter, c. v. v. 24. * Feed 
the flock of God that is among you, taking the 
« gverfight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; 
e not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, neither 
« ag being lords over God's heritage, but as exam- 
a ples to the flock; and when the chief ſhepherd 
« ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory, that 
e fadeth not away.” 
I hope the reader will excuſe my prolixity in 
ſpeaking on this ſubject; becauſe in itſelf it is very 
important; and though I got no new views of goſpel 
truth from this book, yet I received ſuch a deep 
- conviction of the difficulty, and importance of that 
work, in which I had thoughtleſsly engaged, and of 
the imminent danger my ſoul was expoſed to, if I 
| neglected to devote myſelf wholly thereto ; that 
therein was laid the foundation of all my ſubſequent 8 
conduct, and change of ſentiment. Indeed I was 
guilty of very criminal procraſtination, after I had 
been thus convinced; and being engaged more than 
I ought in other matters, I poſtponed, and neglected 
for a time, complying with the dictates of my con- 
ſcience. But I never loſt ſight of the inſtruction I 
had received, nor ever had any comfortable reflec- 
tion, until, having broken off all other engagements, 
I had given myſelf up to thoſe ſtudies and duties, 


which 
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which pertain unto the work of the miniſtry, AndT 
have cauſe to bleſs God, that this book ever came in 
my. way. | 

Still, however, my ſelf-confidence was very little 
abated, and my advance in the knowledge of the 
truth very ſmall. I next read Tillotſon's ſermons, 
and Jortin's works: and my time being otherwiſe 
engaged, I gave into the indolent cuſtom of trans» 
{cribing their diſcourſes, with ſome alterations, to 
preach to my people. This precluded free medita- 
tion on the word of God, and led me for a time, to 
take up my opinions upon truſt, My preaching was 
in general that ſmooth palatable mixture of law and 
goſpel, which corrupts both ; which flattering the 
pride, and prejudice, and ſoothing the conſcience, 


pleaſes the careleſs finner, and ſelf-righteous formal- 


iſt ; but does real good to none. 
About this time I fooliſhly engaged in a courſe of 


_ diverſion, and viſiting, more than I had done ſince 


my ordination : this unfitted me for ſecret prayer, 


and cloſe meditation, and rendered the Scriptures, 


and other religious ſtudies inſipid and irkſome to 
me, (a never-failing conſequence of this vain com- 
pliance with the world.) For a time therefore my 
ardour was damped, my anxiety baniſhed, and my 


enquiries retarded, However, I was not permitted 


entirely to drop my religious purſuits ; generally I 


made 1t a rule to read ſomething in the Scriptures 


every day, and had a taſk of daily devotion ; but I 
was very formal and lifelcſs in both of them. 
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| Yet, not long after, I was engaged in earneſt me- 


1 ditation on our Lord's diſcourſe with Nicodemus, 
. (John, c. iii.) I felt an anxious defire to unders 


| 1 ſtand this intereſting portion of Seripture; eſpecially 1 
| 1 0 to know what it was to be born again, or from 'F 
Ul | "i above, and of the Spirit; which in five verſes our 1 
1 Saviour hath three times declared abſolutely neceſ- 1 
„ fary to ſalvation. It was abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 8 
| (WA ſuch ſtrong expreſſions implied no more than baptiſm. | 9 
i 0 ih with water. Tillotſon's controverſial ſermons on E 
e this ſubject afforded me no ſatis faction. Some great 1 
and total change I ſuppoſed to be intended, not only | 1 
in the behaviour, but alſo in the heart. But having 5 

not yet clearly experienced that change, I could not ; 


underſtand wherein it conſiſted, However, having 
offered ſome poor prayers for divine teaching, I un- 
dertook to preach upon it; but I talked very darkly, 
employed a conſiderable part of my time in declaim- 
ing againſt viſionaries and enthuſiaſts, and reaped 
very little benefit from it. Vet I was ſo well ſatiſ⸗ 
fied with my performance, that in the courſe of my 
correſpondence with Mr. —, TI ſent him theſe 
ſermons for his peruſal; who, in return, ſent me 
ſome of his own upon the ſame ſubject. But though 
fincerely deſirous to underſtand our Lord's meaning 
in this important matter, I was too proud to be 
taught by him; I caſt my eye therefore careleſsly 
over ſome of them, and returned the manuſcript, 

without attending to any thing contained in it. 
Nothing material occurred after this, unt!! the 
next ſpring, 1776; when I was induced by what I 
had 


of 


Rm 1-35 2 
9 had learned from Biſhop Burnet, to eftabliſh a lee- 
E ture once a week in one of my pariſhes, for expound- 
b ing the Scriptures, This brought many paſſages, 
which I had not obſerved, under attentive conſidera- 
tion, and afforded my reflecting mind abundance of 
7 employment, in attempting to reconcile them with 
5 5 each other, and with my ſcheme of doctrine. 

3 Little progreſs however had been made, when, in 
May 1776, I heard a dignified clergyman, in a viſita- 
tion ſermon, recommend Mr. Soame Jennyns's 
6 Treatiſe on the internal evidences of Chriſtianity,” 
In conſequence of this recommendation, I peruſed 
it, and not unprofitably, The truth and importance 
of the goſpel revelation appeared, with convincing 
evidence, to my underſtanding, and came with effi- 
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received more diſtint, and heart-affefting views of 
the deſign of God in this revelation of himſelf; and 
I was led to much ſerious reflection, and earneſt 
prayer to be led to, or eſtabliſhed in the truth, con- 
| cerning the nature and reality of the %onement by 
| s the death of Chriſt : for hitherto J was a Socinian, 
| 1 or very little better, 1 in this reſpect. | 

3 But, to counter- balance this advantage, Dr. Cla arke's 
| $ — Seripture doctrine of the Trinity, and the contro— 


1 favourite part of my ſtudy. The Arian ſcheme 


men, in order to avoid thoſe myſterious, and, as they 
'Y * imagine, unreaſonable concluſions, which, according 
0 to the true meaning of words, the Scriptuxes contain, 
have 


1 cacy to my heart, by reading this book: thence I 


9 verſy, which enſued upon it's publication, became a 


ſeems ſo conſiſtent with reaſon, that when reflectin g 


| _= _ 
* = 
- 4 - a 
Seats non is 
— - * 


2 Ws 


5 
a 


Co 
8 


2 —4 ä W.% - 
mas - — = 2 — 
— 2 - * - 

— _ — * x 2 "£4 A 
_— os — — „* 
: 4 - — — = 2 2 4 — — 3 

- — = 
SE 2 — 5 7 > 2 0 nt * 2 
5 WEE : 3 ** — 
- — n 4 PSs...» 2 — 
7 7 E M — 
= 


74.” a, * 
EAI —.— — 


A. 35 


. — — 
— 3 
v5 2 h 
- . 7 E's 
1. 9 
N 2 BO 


—— —— — bo — — — — 


1 A 11 7 i 
| q | k 1 
190 | have been induced to become Arians; it is wonder HY 

Wh | 1 ful they do not, for the ſame cauſe, embrace the So- 9 
1 1 cinian ſyſtem. This is the natural progreſs of un- YH 
Wt pt! | ©.» 1 1 
|; 1 humbled reaſon d from Arianiſm to Socinianiſm ; 1 
4 14 i T8 >. © . . a . _— 
1 10 from Socinianiſm to Deiſm; and then to Atheiſm. 18 
1 | | = 
1 Many, and awful have been the examples of reaſon - 8 


i ing, and learned men, who, under the name of Phi- 7 
loſophers, arrogating to themſelves the prerogative = 
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of ſuperior diſcernment, have manifeſted the pro- 8 


priety, with which they claimed this pre-eminence, 1 ip 


by treading this down-hill road, almoſt, if not quite, W 


to the very bottom, . Fx 
But when a man has fallen ſo low as Socinianimm, 
not merely for want of information, or by blindly = 
and implicitly adopting the ſentiments of other men ; x 
but by leaning to his own underſtanding, and pre- * 
ferring the concluſions of his own reaſon to the in- 3 
fallible dictates of the Holy Ghoſt; it is not common 1 
for him to return gradually by the retrogade path > 
il! firſt to Arianiſm, and then to the received doctrine of 
10% the Trinity. Yet this was my caſe, Dr. Clarke = 
10% appeared to me ſo undeniably to eſtabliſh his argu- 1 
1 ment by expreſs Scripture evidences, and ſo plauſibly * 
defended his ſyſtem on both hands, and backed his 
cauſe with ſo many ſeeming authorities ; that on one 
fide, I found myſelf unable any longer to maintain 
my Socinian principles, but was conſtrained to relin- > 0p 
quiſh them as untenable ; and on the other, I was = 
not aware of the flaw 1n his reaſoning, and the una- "> 
youdable conſequence of his middle doctrine, namely, 
that the Son, and ak Ghoſt, however exalted, or 
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dignified with names, and titles, muſt either be ers 
creatures; or that otherwiſe there muſt be three 
Gods. Not perceiving this; and my newly acquired 
reverence for Scripture, and my old ſelf-confidence, 
and fondneſs for reaſoning, being, by this conciliat- 
ing ſcheme, both humoured, I cordially acceded to 
his ſentiments, and for a long time could not endure 
any other doctrine. | 


Nothing further of any conſequence occurred till 
about December 1776, when © Mr. Law's Serious 


« Call,” a book I had hitherto treated with con- 
tempt, was careleſsly taken up by me. But I had 
no ſooner opened it, than I was ſtruck wich the ori- 
ginality of the work, and the ſpirit and force of ar- 


gument, wherewith it is written. This I ſpeak 


merely as to his management of the ſubjects he 
treats of; for there are many things in it, that I am 
far from approving; and to be ſure it contains as 
little goſpel, as any book of religion I am acquainted 
with. But though a very uncomfortable book for a 
perſon, who is duly brought under a ſerious concern 
for his ſoul : yet *tis very uſeful to prepare the way, 
to ſhew the need, which we have of a Saviour, and to 


enforce the practice of that holy diligence in the uſe 


of means, which the important intereſts of eternity 
reaſonably demand, This was it's uſe to me. By 
the peruſal of it, I was convinced, that I was guilty 
of great remiſſneſs, and negligence ; that the duties 


of ſecret devotion called for far more of my time, 


and attention, than had been hitherto allotted to 
tem ; that if I hoped to fave my own ſoul, and the 
E _ fouls 
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ſouls of thoſe that heard me, I muſt in this reſpect 


greatly alter my conduct, and encreaſe my diligence 
in ſeeking, and ſerving the Lord. From that time 
I began to ſtudy in what manner my devotions might 
be rendered more fervent, and pertinent; I tran- 
{cribed, and laid up in my memory ſcripture peti- 
tions; I employed ſome time in reading manuals of 
devotion, made attempts to compoſe prayers myſelf, 
and became more frequent, and earneſt, and I truſt 


more ſpiritual than heretofore, in ab ſecret addreſſes 


to the Majeſty of Heaven, 

About this time, after many delays, I complied 
with the admomtions of my conſcience, and diſen- 
gaged myſelf from all my other employments, with 
a ſolemn reſolution of leaving all my temporal con- 
cerns in the hands of the Lord, and of entirely de- 
yoting myſelf to the work of the miniſtry. Being 
thus become maſter of all my time, I dropped every 
other ſtudy, and turned the whole current of my re- 
flections, enquiries, and reading into another channel, 


and thenceforth ſcarce opened a book, which treated 


of any thing befides religion. 

The firſt ſtep I took, after this 1 
was to keep common- place books: one I had for 
noting down remarkable paſſages out of other au- 
thors; and another for collecting into one view every 
text I could meet with in Scripture, reſpecting the 


| moſt important and controverted doctrines of the 


goſpel. Though I held this but a little time; 
(for when my engagements multiplied I dropt it ;) 
yet I found it very uſeful, in bringing me acquainted 

with 
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with many paſſages of the word of God, to which I 
had not hitherto much attended; and it prepared the 
way for penning my ſermons, on doctrinal ſubjects, 
with the Scripture teſtimonies concerning the point 
in hand, in one view before me, 

In January 1777, I met with a very high com- 
mendation of Mr. Hooker's works, with the honoura- 
ble diſtinction of zdicious beſtowed upon him. 'Tl:is 
excited my curioſity to read his book, which accord- 
ingly I did with great profit. In his diſcourſe upon 
Juſtification, page 496, folio edition, printed 1682, I 
met with the following remarkable paffage, * 
as well for its excellency, as for the effect thereof 
upon my religious views, I fhall, though ſomewhat 
long, tranſcribe. * If our hands did never cer 
« violence to our brethren, a bloody thought doth 
prove us murderers before him. If we had never 
a opened our month to utter any ſcandalous, offen- 


« five, or hurtful word, the cry of our ſecret cogita- 


tions is heard in the ears of God. If we did not 
„commit the ſins, which daily and hourly, in deed, 
«word, or thoughts we do commit; yet in the 
„good things which we do, how many defects are 


there intermingled! God in that which is done 


reſpecteth the mind, and intention of the doer : 
cut off then all thoſe things, wherein we have re- 
„ garded our own glory, thoſe things which men do 


eto pleaſe men, and to ſatisfy our own liking, thoſe | 


things which we do for any by reſpect, not ſin- 
e cerely, and purely for the love of God; and a 
„ ſmall ſcore will ſerve for the number of our 
E 2 & righteous 
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* righteous deeds, Let the holieſt, and beſt things, 
* which we do, be confidered : we are never better 
*« affeted unto God, than when we pray; yet when 
«we pray, how are our affections many times diſ- 
* tracted! how little reverence do we ſhew unto the 
grand Majeſty of Heaven, unto whom we ſpeak! 
„how little remorſe of our own miſeries! how little 
* taſte of the ſweet influence of his tender mercies 
« do we feel! Are.we not as unwilling many times 
* to begin, and as glad to make an end, as if in ſay- 
e ing © Call upon me,” he had ſet us a very burthen- 
* ſome taſk ? It may ſeem ſomewhat extreme, 
* which I will ſpeak; therefore let every one judge 
of it, even as his own heart ſhall tell him, and no 
* otherwiſe, I will but only make a demand: if 
« God ſhould yield unto us, not as unto Abraham; 
« if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty, yea, or if ten good per- 
* ſons could be found in a city, for their ſakes the 
E city ſhould not be deſtroyed ; but, and if he ſhould 
4 make us an offer thus large: Search all the gene- 
* rations of men, fince the fall of our father Adam; 

& find one man, that hath done one action, which 
„ hath paſſed from him pure, without any ſtain or 
„ blemiſh at all; and for that one man's only action, 
„neither men nor angels ſhall feel the torments, 
« which are prepared for both. Do you think that 
&« this ranſom to deliver men and angels could be 
% found among the ſons of men? The beſt things, 
&« which we do, have ſomewhat in them to be par- 
« doned ; how then can we do any thing meritorious, 
« or worthy to be rewarded? Indeed God doth 
& liberally 
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« Jiberally promiſe whatſoever appertaineth to a 
« bleſſed life to as many, as fincerely keep his law, 
« though they be not exactly able to do it. Where- 
« fore we acknowledge a dutiful neceſſity of doing 
« well, but the meritorious dignity of doing well we 
« utterly renounce. We ſee how far we are from 
« the perfect righteouſneſs of the law: the little 
« fruit, which we have in holinefs, it is, God know- 
« eth, corrupt, and unſound ; we put no confidence 
at all in it; we challenge nothing in the world for 
« it; we dare not call God to reckoning, as if we 
« had him in our debt books, Our continual ſuit to 
him is, and muſt be, to bear with our infirmities, 
and pardon our offences.“ 

I had no ſooner read this pafſage, than I acquired 


ſuch an inſight into the ſtrictneſs and ſpirituality of 


the divine law, and the perfection, which a juſt, and 
holy God, according to that law, cannot but require 


in all the ſervices of his reaſonable creatures; that 


I clearly perceived my very beſt duties, on which 


my main dependance had hitherto been placed, to 


be mere ſpecious fins ; and my whole life appeared 
to be one continued ſeries of tranſgreſſions. I now 
underſtood the Apoſtle's meaning, when he affirms, 
« That by the works of the law can no fleſh be juſ- 


4 tified before God. All my difficulties in this mat- 
ter vaniſhed; all my diſtinctions, and reaſonings 


about the meaning of the words law, and juſtifi- 
cation, and all my borrowed criticiſms about them, 
failed me at once, I could no longer be thus 
amuſed ; for I was convinced, beyond the poſſibility 


E 3 . of 


l 


of a doubt, that all men were ſo notoriouſly tranſ- 
greſſors of every law of God, that they none of 
them could be juſtified in his ſight according to any 
law: I was ſenſible that if God ſhould only call me 
into judgment before him, according to the ſtrictne ſs 
of his perfect law, for the beſt duty I ever performed, 
I muſt be condemned as a tranſgreſſor: when weighed 
in theſe exact balances, it would be found wanting. 
Thus was I effectually convinced, that if ever I were 
ſaved, it muſt be in ſome way of unmerited mercy, 
and grace, though I underſtood not clearly, in what 
way, *till long after. Immediately therefore I took 
for my text Galatians c. iii. v. 22. But the Scripture 
* hath concluded all under fin, that the promiſe that 
is by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, might be given to them 
* that believe:“ and preached from it according to 
Hooker's doctrine ; exprefling, as ſtrongly as I could, 
the deſilements of our beſt actions, and our need of 
mercy in every thing we did; in order the more 


evidently to ſhew that ſalvation was of grace, through 


faith, not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. How- 
ever, I had not yet attained unto a knowledge of the 
foulneſs of that fountain, whence all theſe polluted 
ſtreams flow forth ſo plentifully into our lives and 

converſations, 
I was not then able to receive the following nervous 
paſſage concerning juſtification (page 495) : © But 
« the righteouſncſs, wherein we muſt be found, 
„if we will be juſtified, is not our own; there- 
« fore we cannot be juſtified by any inherent quality: 
„ Chriſt hath merited righteouſneſs for as many, as 
6 are 


n 
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« are found in him. In him God findeth us if we 
& be faithful; for by faith we are incorporated into 
« Chriſt. Then, although in ourſelves we be alto- 
& cether ſinful, and unrighteous : yet even the man, 
« which is impious in himſelf, full of iniquity, full 
« of fin; him being found in Chriſt through faith, 
« and having his fin remitted through repentance ; 
4 him God upholdeth with a gracious eye, putteth 


« away his fin by not imputing it; taketh quite away 


« the puniſhment due thereunto by pardoning it; 
% and accepteth him in Jeſus Chrift as perfectly 
„ righteous, as if he had fulfilled all, that was com- 
„% manded him in the law. Shall I ſay more per- 
« fectly righteous, than if himſelf had fulfilled the 
„% whole law? I muſt take heed what I ſay ; but the 
„ Apoſtle ſaith, ** God made him to be fin for us, 
% qybo knew 10 fin N that we might be made the rightes 
4 ouſneſs of God in him;' Such are we in the fight 
« of God the Father, as 1s the very Son of God him- 
„ ſelf, Let it be counted folly, or frenzy, or fury, 
* whatſoever; it is our comfort, and our wiſdom ; 
&« we care for no knowledge in the world but this, 
that man hath ſinned, and God hath ſuffered ; that 
God hath made himſelf the Son of man, and that 
«© men are made the righteouineſs of God,” 
Equally determinate, and expreſſive is what he 
ſays, page 500 © As for ſuch as hold with the 
« church of Rome, that we cannot be ſaved by Chriſt 
« alone without works: they do not only, by a 
1 circle of conſequence. but directly deny the foun- 
« dation of ſaith ; they hold it not, no not ſo much 
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« ag by a ſingle thread.“ If the judicious Mr. Hooker' 
judgment may in this important concern be de- 


pended on, as I ſuppoſe it will not eaſily be proved | 


erroneous; I fear the foundation of faith is only 
held by a ſmall part of that church, which has 
honoured her champion with this diſtinction. 


Page 508 and 50g, he thus defends his doctrine 5 


againſt the objections of the Papiſts (for at that time 
none but the Papiſts objected to it) “ It is a childiſh 
« cavil, wherewith, in the matter of juſtification, our 
« adverſaries do ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves, ex- 
« claiming that we tread all chriſtian virtues under 
« our feet, and require nothing of chriſtians but faith; 
“ becauſe we teach that faith alone juſtifieth. Where- 
% as, by this fpeech, we never meant to exclude 
« either hope, or charity, from being always joined, 
« as inſeparable mates with faith, in the man, that 
« js juſtified ; or works from being added as neceſſary 
4% duties, required at the hands of every juſtified man: 
&« but to ſhew, that faith is the only hand, which 


6 putteth on Chriſt unto juſtification ; and Chrift | 


the only garment, which being ſo put on, covereth 
&« the ſhame of our defiled natures, hideth the im- 
„perfection of our works, preſerveth us blameleſs 
4 jn the fight of God; before whom, otherwiſe, the 
* weakneſs of our faith were cauſe ſufficient to make 
« us culpable, yea to ſlut us from the kingdom of 
. heaven, where nothing that is not abſolute can 

6 enter.” 
| Had I at this time met with ſuch paſſages in the 
e of the Diſſenters, or any of thoſe modern 
publications, 


e. Es 2 
Hh Kent. 2-7: h 


E 


publications, which, under the brand of methodiſti- 
cal, are condemned without reading, or peruſed with 


Invincible prejudice, I ſhould not have thought them 
worth regard, but ſhould have rejected them as wilt 


eathufiaſm. But I knew that Hooker was deemed 
perfectly orthodox, and a ſtandard writer, by the 
prelates of the church in his own days. I learned 


from his diſpute with Mr. Travers, that he was put 


upon his defence, { -r making conceſſions in this mit- 
ter to the church of Rome, which the zealous Pro- 


teſtants did not think warrantable ; that he was 


Judged by the mor. igid, too lax in his doctrine, by 
none too rigid: I had never heard that it had been 


infinuated, that he was tinctured with enthuſiaſm ; 
and the ſolidity of bi 


dgment, and acuteneſs of- 
his reaſoning facultics, needed no voucher to the 
attentive reader. His opinion therefore carried great 
weight with it; made me ſuſped the truth of my 
former ſentiments, and put me upon ſerious en- 
quiries, and deep meditation upon this ſubject, ac- 
companied with earneſt prayers for the teaching, and 


direction of the Lord therein. The reſult was, that 


after many objections, and doubts, and much exami- 
nation of the word of God, in a few months I began 
to accede to Mr, Hooker's ſentiments. And at the 
preſent my opinion in this reſpect, as far as I know 
coincides with theſe paſſages of this eminent author, 
and is ſupported and yindicated with the ſame argu- 
ments : he therefore, who would prove our doctrine 


of juſtification by faith alone to be an error, will do 
well 
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1 46 ] 
well to anſwer in the firſt place theſe quotations from 
Mr. Hooker. | 

And indeed, as far as I can underſtand him, there 
is fearce any doctrine, which, with no inconſiderable 
_ offence, I now preach, that is not as evidently con- 
tained in his writings, as in my ſermons. Witneſs 
particularly his Diſcourſe of the certainty, and 
_ * perpetuity of faith in the ele,” in which the doc. 
trine of the final perſeverance of true believers, as 
far as ſeems worth contending for, is expreſsly 
taught and maintained : And he cloſes it with this 
noble triumph of full affurance, as reſulting from . 
that comfortable doctrine in the hearts of confirmed, 
and experienced chriſtans ; (page 532), „I know in 
whom I have believed; I am not ignorant whoſe 
4 precious blood has been ſhed for me; I have a 
* ſhepherd full of kindneſs, full of care, full of 
© power, unto him I commit myſelf, His own 
finger hath engraven this ſentence in the tables 
of my heart, Satan hath deſired to winnow!. thee as 
te awheat, bat I have prayed that thy faith fail not; 
therefore the aſſurance of my hope J will labour 
e to keep as a jewel unto the end, and by labour, 
« through the gracious mediation of his prayers, I 
& ſhall keep it.” With ſuch words in my mouth, 
and ſuch aſſurance in my e I wiſh to live, and 
hope to die. 
The inſertion of theſe quotations from this old 
author, I hope will need no apology : many have 
not his works, and theſe extracts are worthy of their 
peruſal; others, from theſe pocket may be pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on to read, what perhaps hath hitherto been 
an unnoticed book in their ſtudies, Eſpecially I re- 
commend to thoſe, who admire him as the cham- 
pion of the external order and diſcipline of the 
church, and ſuch as willingly allow him the honour 
of being diſtinguiſhed by the epithet, Judicious; that 
they would attentively read, and impartially con- 
ſider his doctrine. This would put an effectual ſtop 
to thoſe declamations, that either ignorantly or ma- 
liciouſiy are made againſt thoſe very doctrines as no- 
vel inventions, which have juſt now been explained 
and defended, in Mr. Hooker's own words. For my 
own part, though I acknowledge that he advances 


many things I ſhould be unwilling to ſubſcribe to ; 
yet J heartily bleſs God, that at this time I read him: 


the firſt material alteration, that took place in my 
views of the goſpel, being in conſequence thereof, 
One more quotation I ſhall produce, and fo take 
my leave of him : (page 552,) Addreſſing himſelf unto 
the paſtors, who are appointed to feed the choſen in 


Iſrael, he ſays, If there be any feeling of Chriſt, 


any drop of heavenly dew, any ſpark of God's 
good Spirit within you, ſtir it up, be careful to 
“build and edify, firſt yourſelves, and then your 
« flocks in this moſt holy faith. I ſay, firſt yourſelves; 
« for he, which will ſet the hearts of other men on 
« fre with the love of Chriſt, muſt himſelf burn 
« with love. It is want of faith in ourſelves, my 
« brethren, which makes us wretchleſs (careleſs) in 
„ building others. We forſake the Lord's inheri- 
*< tance, and feed it not, What is the reaſon of this? 

| „Our 
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„ Our own defires are ſettled where they fhould not 
e be. We ourſelves are like thoſe women, which 
«« have a longing to eat coals and lime, and filth : we 
are fed, ſome with honour, ſome with eaſe, ſome 
& with wealth. The goſpel waxeth lotheſome; and 
«6 unpleaſant in our taſte, How ſhould we then have 
&« a care to feed others with that, which we cannot 
„fancy ourſelves? If faith wax cold and lender 
in the heart of the prophet, it will ſoon periſh 
e from the ears of the people.” *Tis not needful 
to add any reflections upon this paſſage, every one 
will readily make them for himſelf: we are how- 
ever reminded thereby of Solomon's words, (Eccl. 
c. i. v. 9, 10.) There is no new thing under the ſun,; 
is there any thing whereof it may be ſaid, ſee 
« this is new ? It hath been already of old time 
« which was before us.”  (Eecl. c. iii. v. 15.) That 
« which hath been is now, and that which is ta be 
& hath already been. 

To my ſhame be it ſpoken, though I had t twice 
ſubſcribed the articles, which allow the book of Ho- 
milies to be ſound and wholeſome doctrine, I had 
never yet ſeen them, and underſtood not what that 
doctrine was. But now, being engaged in a ſerjous 
enquiry, after truth, and Hooker's works having 
given me a more favourable opinion of theſe old 
authors, I was inclined to examine them: and read 
part of che book with ſome degree of attention. 
And though many things ſeemed hard ſayings; ttiat 
I could not receive; yet many others were made 
very uſeful to me, eſpecially concerning juſtification. 


un 


11 


In fhort, I perceived, that that doctrine, which I had 
hitherto deſpiſed as methodiſtical, was the ſtandard 
doctrine of the eſtabliſhed church, when that book 
was compoſed ; and conſequently that it was ſo ſtill : 
for that book has loſt none of it's authority, though 
much of it's eſteem, with thoſe, who fubſcribe the 
thirty-nine articles. This weakened my prejudice, 
though it did not prove the doctrine true. 

About this time a new, and unexpected effect was 


produced by my preaching. I had hitherto been 
ſatisfied to ſee people regularly frequent the church, 


liſten attentively to what was diſcourſed, and lead 
moral decent lives. The way, in which I had been 
led, was ſo ſmooth, and the progreſs 1 had made ſo 
gradual : I had lately fo little experienced diſtreſſing 
concern for my own ſoul, and had fo little acquaint» 
ance with perſons converſant with theſe matters; 
that though I declared the ſtrictneſs, and ſpirituality 
and ſanction of the law of God, in an alarming man- 
ner; yet it never occurred to me, but that they, who 
profited thereby, would proceed in the ſame eaſy 
gradual way. But I had ſcarce begun this new me- 
thod of preaching, when application was made to 
me by perſons in great diſtreſs about their ſouls ; 
their conſciences being awakened to a ſenſe of their 
loſt condition by nature and practice, they were 
anxious in enquiring what they muſt do to be ſaved ? 
I knew not well what to ſay to them, my views 


| being very clouded, and my ſentiments very per- 


plexed concerning juſtification : but, being willing 
to give them the beſt counſel I could, I exhorted them 
| F 5 to 
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to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though I was 
neither capable of inſtructing them concerning the 
true nature of faith, nor in what manner they were 
to ſeek for it. However, I better underſtood my 
own meaning, when I adviſed them to the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures, accompanied with prayer to God, 
to be led to the right underſtanding of them ; and 
when I inculcated amendment of life. In this man- 
ner the Lord ſlowly brought them forwards; and 
though, for want of a better inſtructor, they were a 
conſiderable time before they arrived at eſtabliſh- 
ment in the faith; yet ſome of them, having their 
minds leſs leavened with prejudice and the pride of 
reaſoning, were more apt ſcholars in the ſchool of 
Chriſt, than I was, and got the ſtart of me in the 
knowledge both of doctrine and duty ; and in their 
turns became, though without intending it, in ſome 
things my monitors, to my no ſmall advantage. 
This fingular circumſtance of being the inſtrument 
of a work of grace in others, whilſt I myſelf ſo little 
underſtood the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, very much 
increaſed my perplexity. I became doubly earneſt 
to know the truth, leſt I ſhould miſlead thoſe, who 
confided their precious ſouls to me, as their ſpiritual 
inſtructor. This added to my diligence in reading 
and meditating on the word of God; and made me 
more earneſt in prayer, to be guided to the know- 
ledge of the truth. And under every difficulty, I 
conſtantly had vecourſe unto the Lord, to preſerve 
me e from ignorance, and error, and to enable me to 
5; ; « diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh between the doctrines of his word, aud 
the inventions, and traditions of men. 
At this time I eſtabliſhed a weekly Lecture for ex- 


pounding Scripture in my other pariſh, which occa- 


ſioned my further acquaintance with the various parts 
of the word of God. It was my general practice in 
penning theſe Lectures, to ſearch out all the Scrip- 
tures referred to in the margin, and all others ] 
could recollect upon the ſame ſubject, and to make 
uſe of them in explaining each other. This method 
enabled me to ſtore my memory with texts oſ Scrip- 
ture; and made way for a greater exactneſs in dif- 


po doctrinal ſubjects, than I had hitherto becn 


acquainted with, | 

In the courſe of this winter 177), I was engaged 
in deep meditation upon Luke c. xi. v. 9, 13; concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit being given in anſwer to prayer. 
And at length, having made a collection of all the 
Scriptures I could meet with, which reſpected that 


important doctine; and having diligently compared 
them together, and meditated upon them, and be- 


ſought the Lord to fulfil the promiſe to my Soul, I 
wrote two ſermons upon the ſubject; one from 
Luke c. xi. v. 13. If ye then being evil know how to 
„give good gifts unto your children, how much 
„more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
„Spirit to them that aſk him.“ The other from 
James c. i. v 16, 17. Do not err my beloved brethren, 


« every good gift, and every perfect gift is from 
* above, and cometh down from the Father of 


„Lights.“ By this my views of a chriftian's privi- 
. leges 
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leges and duties in this reſpect, were much enlarged, 
and my requeſts were made known unto the Lord 
in a more full, exact, and believing manner than 
heretofore. Though much in the dark in many im- 
portant matters reſpecting the perſon, offices, and 
work of the Holy Ghoſt; yet I had diſcovered more 
of what was promiſed concerning him, and there- 
fore knew better what to aſk for. 

My obligations to Biſhop Beveridge are next to 
be acknowledged. When I firſt began to peruſe his 
ſermons, I conceived a mean opinion of him, and it 
was ſome time before I could prevail with myſelf to 
examine any further into his writings : but being 
now further advanced in my enquiry after truth, 
thoſe ſinga: larities, which at firſt offended me, became 
tolerable, and I began to reliſh the ſimplicity, ſpi- 
rituality, and love of Chriſt, and affection for ſouls, 
which eminently ſhine forth in many places of his 
works. Indeed, I received conſiderable inſtruction 
from him; but eſpecially his ſermon on the real 
ſatis faction made by the death of Chriſt for the fins 
of believers, was the bleſſed means of clearing up 
my views, and confirming my faith reſpecting that 
fundamental doctrine of Chriſtianityj. On Good 
Friday, 1777, I preached a TM upon that ſub- 
jet, from Iſaiah c. liii. v. 6. All we like ſheep 
% have gone aſtray; we have turned every one to 
& his own way, and the Lord hath laid, (hath cauſed 
d to light,) on him the iniquities of us all.” Wherein 
I endeavoured to prove that, which hath ever fince 
been the ſole foundation of all my hopes; namely, 

that 


1 

that Chriſt indeed bare the ſins of all, who ſhould 
ever truly believe, in all their guilt, condemnation 
and deſerved puniſhment, in his own body on the 
tree. And I explicitly avowed my belief, that 
Chriſt, - as our ſurety and bond*s-man, ſtood in our 
law place, to anſwer all our obligations, and to ſatisfy 
divine Juſtice, and the demands of the law for our 
offences: and I publickly renounced as erroneous, and 
grie vous perverſions of Scripture, all my former ex- 
planations and interpretations of theſe ſubjects. 

This was the firſt doctrine, in which I was clearly 
and fully brought to acknowledge the truth, though 
I had with no little earneſtneſs for two years been 
enquiring about it; to ſo aſtoniſhing a degree was 
my blinded underſtanding filled with prejudice 
againſt the doctrines of the word of God! Hitherto 
they had been fooliſhneſs to me, but now, under 
the divine teaching, I began, though very dimly, to 
difcern the wiſdom of God in them. 

I fay dimly; for I was ſtill under many, 4 
great miſtakes, and in much ignorance in the moſt 
important matters, I knew fin to be a tranſgreſſion 
of God's law; but I did not fee it's odious defor- 
mity, in being deliberate rebellion againſt God's 
ſovereign authority, and an expreſs contradiction 
to his holy nature; in charging God fooliſſily, as 
either wanting wiſdom, or goodneſs, in laying ſuch 
reſtraints upon the inclinations of his creatures; 
and as tending to overturn all ſubordination in the 
- univerſe, and to introduce anarchy, confuſion, and 
miſery into the whole creation of God. My o77p 
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beſt affons 1 perceived to be defiled; but I under- 
ſtood not, that this was the effect of a depraved 
nature, and a polluted heart. The doctrine of origi- 
nal fin, as the fruitful root of theſe multiplied evils 
was not yet a part of my creed, Inconfiſtently I 
was an Arian, or a Clarkiſt in my ſentiments con- 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt, and the divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Some faint conception I had 
formed of that ſanctifying work of the Holy Spirit 
in the ſoul ; the beginnings of it I little underſtood. 
And I continued to entertain an implacable enmity | 
to the doctrine of election, and thoſe connected with 
it. But my faith was now fixed upon a crucified 
Saviour; (though I diſhonoured his perſon, and 
denied his deity,) and I had a fincere defire of 
being devoted to the Lord. He therefore, in mercy 
accepted his own work in my heart, and pardoned 
all that was mine; and at length extricated me out 
of that labyrinth of — in which I was 
entangled. 

About this time, in the courſe of my Lectures, 
our Lord's diſcourſe with Nicodemus came again 
under my conſideration, Notwithſtanding much 
meditation and many prayers, I could not ſa- 
tisfy my mind about it. I was convinced ſome 
internal change muſt be implied in the expreſſions, 
being born from above, and being born of the 
Spirit; and according to what I had experienced, 
I endeavoured to explain it; but I was much in 
the dark, and had many doubts, whether I was right 
or wrong. 

Hitherto, 


e 
* . , 
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\  Hitherto, excepting * Leland on the deiſtical 
writers, 1 had not read any book written by a 
Diſſenter, with the leaſt degree of candour, and 
- attention; but at this crifis I met with the firſt 
volume of Doctor Evans's Sermons, entitled, The 


« Chriſtian Temper.” I was induced to read it, by 
the recommendation of a friend ; but, ſuch was my 


proud fooliſh heart! that I opened it with great 


prejudice, becauſe I underſtood that the anthor was 
a Difſenter, However, this book came with a 
blefiing; for by peruſing it, I at length perceived 
that failen man, both body and ſoul, 1s indeed car- 
nal, and ſold under fin: that by nature, in every 
man living, the reaſonable and immortal part is 
deſtitute of ſpirituality, immerſed in matter, and by 
a diſhonourable and miſerable proſtitution, is given 


up to make proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſt 
thereof: and that man muſt be renewed in the ſpirit 


of his mind, new created unto good works, born of 
the Spirit of God, made partaker of a new, and 


divine nature, before he can poſſibly be made meet 


for, or admitted into the kingdom of God. In a 
very little time all my difficulties about this matter 
vaniſhed, and the truth became ſo exceeding plain 
and evident, that until I had made the experiment, I 


could ſcarce be perſuaded, but that every perſon, who 


heard it rightly explained, muſt aſſent to it. This 
doctrine I have ever fince invariably preached, with 


good effec I truſt, in opening the eyes of finners, 


and turning them from darkneſs unto light, and 
from 
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from the power of Satan unto God. (Acts c. xxvi. 


V. 28.) 

About this time my wan with Mr. 
was reſumed. From the conclufion of our Og | 
ſpondence in December 1775, till April 1779, 4 

had been almoſt wholly dropped. To ſpeak ay , FH 
I did not care for his company, I did not mean to 
make any uſe of him, as an inſtructor, and was 
unwilling the world ſhould think us any ways con- 
nected, But under diſcouraging circumſtances, ':I 1 
had occaſion to call upon him; and his diſcourſe 
_ comforted, and edified me, and my. heart, beiſig by 
his means relieved from it's burden, became ſul- 
ceptible of affection to him. From that time I was 
inwardly pleaſed to have him for my friend; thongh 8 
not, as now, rejoiced to call im fo. However, 
I had no thoughts of learning doctrinal truth from 
him, and was aſhamed to be detected in his com- 
pany: but I ſome times ſtole away to ſpend an hour 
with him. About the ſame time, I once heard him 
preach, but ſtill it was fooliſhneſs to me, his ſermon 
being much upon the believer's experience; and 
therefore, though I loved, and valued him, I con- 
fidered him as a perſon, mifled by enthufiaſtical 
notions; and firenuouſly inſiſted, that we mould | 
never think alike, till we met in heaven. 

Afl alony, in the progreſs of this enquiry, I grew 
more and more concerned about my character: I 
ſaw myſelf continually verging nearer and nearer 
to that ſelieme of doctrine, which the world called 
Mcthodifm; nor could I help it, without doing 
Violence 
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violence to my convictions. I had indeed fet out 
with the avowed, and I truſt ſincere, reſolution of 
ſeeking for the truth, as impartially as poſſible; 
and of embracing it wherever I found it, without 
reſpe to intereſt, reputation, or any worldly con- 
| fideration whatſoever: I had taken patiently, and 
ſupported comfortably, the loſs of my opening proſ- 
pect of preferment, I truſt mainly from the ſupports 
E of grace, and the conſciouſneſs of having acted with 
1 integrity; but I am not ſure, but there might 
t therewith creep in ſome conſolation to my deceitful 


F heart, from a vain imagination that my character 
1 would be no loſer. Ambitious thirſt after the praiſe 


| of men was much more my peculiar corruption, 
4 than covetouſneſs; and 1 had been in no ordinary 


degree proud of my natural underſtanding: the 
people called Methodiſts, IJ had been accuſtomed to 
hear mentioned with contempt as very filly, as fools, 
and ſometimes as madmen: with no ſmall degree 
of complacency, and ſelf-preference, I too had 
deſpiſed them, as weak enthuſiaſts, But I now be- 
gan to be apprehenfive, that the tables were about 
to be turned upon me: if I profeſſed and teached 
theſe doctrines, I muſt no longer be confidered a 
man of ſober underſtanding, but one of thoſe per- 
ſons, whoſe heads being naturally weak, had been 
turned by religious ſtudies ; and who, having fallen 
under the power of enthuſiaſm, are become no 

better than fools, | 
This was the ſharpeſt trial I paſſed through, 
having not yet learned, that, © when we are re- 
«« proached 
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ei proached for the name of Chriſt, happy are we.“ 
Nor did I remember that the Apoſtles were fools 
for Chriſt's ſake, were deemed to be befides them- 
ſelves ; went through evil report, and good report, 
as deceivers, and yet true; that they were every 
where ſpoken againit, as the fellows that turned the 
world'upfide down ; were treated as vain babblers, 
and accounted the filth of the world, and the off- 
ſcouring of all things, I did not confider that 
Jeſus himſelf, the brightneſs of the Father" glory, 
the Word and Wiſdom of God, who went about 
doing good, and ſpake as never man ſpake, was 
not only rejected, but deſpiſed as not worth hearing, 
as one that had a devil, as in league with the devil, 
as a blaſphemer, a Samaritan, a madman, a devil 
himſelf, I read indeed, but my underſtanding was 
not yet opened to underſtand ſuch plain Scriptures 
as theſe, (John c. xv. v. 19, 20;) If ye were 
« of the world, the world would love his- own; 
but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have 
& choſen you out of the world; therefore the world 
&« hateth you. Remember the word that I ſaid 
© unto you: the ſervant is not greater than the 
« Lord; if they have perſecuted me, they will alſo 
& perſecute you.” And Matt. c. x. v. 24, 25. 
„The diſciple is not above his maſter, nor the 
& ſervant above his Lord. If they have called the 
&« maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more 
« ſhall they call them of the houſehold?” And 
Matt. c. v. v. 11, 12, © Blefſedare ye, when men 
& ſhall revile you, and perſecnte you, and ſay all 
7 „ manner 


x 
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& manner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake, 
„ Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for great is your 
« reward in heaven; tor ſo perſecuted they the 
„ prophets, that were before you.” Not being 
aware of theſe conſequences, when my reſolution 
was firſt formed, I was as one, who hath begun to 
build without counting the coſt, and was greatly 
diſturbed, when I ſa the favourite idol of my proud 
heart, my character, in ſuch imminent danger. 

It muſt be ſyppoſed this would make me-cautious 
what doctrines I admitted into my creed ; and un- 
willing to be convinced, that thoſe things were true 
and important, the profeſſion of which was ſure 
to bring infamy on my character: and that even 
after the fulleſt conviction, I ſhould thereby be 
rendered very careful in what manner I preached 
them. In general, however, though the conflict 
was ſharp, I was enabled to be faithful. The words, 
e neceſſity is laid upon me, yea, woe is me, if I 
„ preach not the goſpel,” were commonly upon my 
mind when I penned my ſermons, and when I 
entered the pulpit : and though, when a bold de- 
claration of what I believed to be the truth, with 
an offenſive application of it to the conſciences of my 
hearers, drew oppoſition and calumny upon me, 
L have ſecretly reſolved to be more circumſpect the 
next time: yet when that time came, my heart 
and conſcience being both engaged, I have not 
dared to conceal one tittle of what appeared to me. 
to be true, and to promiſe uſefulneſs. But whilſt. 
with perturbation of mind, and with * diſquiet- 


ing 
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ing apprehenſions, I declared the meffage with 
which I ſuppoſed myſelf to be entruſted ; to ſcreen 
myſelf from the charge of Methodiſm, and to ſoften 
the offence,. I was frequently throwing out lighting 
expreſſions, and bringing the charge of enthuſiaſm 


againſt thoſe, who preached ſuch doctrines, as | was 


not yet convinced of. On the other hand, my 
concern about iny character quickened me very 
much in prayer, and increaſed my diligence in 
ſearching the Scriptures, that I might be ſure I was 
not, at this expence, preaching cunningly deviſed 
fables, inſtead of feeding the ſouls committed to my 
care, with the unadulterated milk of goſpel truth. 
In this ſtate of mind, which is eafier underſtood 
by experience than deſcription, I met with Mr. 
Venn's Eſſay on the Prophecy of Zacharias, I was 


no ſtranger to the character he bore in the eye of the 


world, and did not begin to read his book with great 
alacrity, or expectation: however, the importance 
of the ſubjects therein treated of engaged my atten- 
tion, and ſome degree of impartiality as I proceeded. 
I diſapproved indeed, and quarrelled with many 
things; but others evidenced their truth and im- 
portance to my underſtanding and conſcience: eſpe- 
cially I found a word in ſeaſon, reſpecting my weak 
and wicked ſhame and attention to character, in 
enquiring after divine truth, and in the performance 
of the important duties of a goſpel miniſter. Theſe 
folemn words in particular went home to my heart. 
If the ſpirit of the world, pride, careleſſneſs re- 
ſpecting the ſou], and the neglect of Chriſt, be not 
« hateful 
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* hateful to God, and deſtructive to men, the goſpel, 
(with reverence I ſpeak it,) is an impoſition. Do 
{66 you abhor that thought as blaſphemy? Abhor 
1 as much a fawning upon Chriſt from year to year 1 
1 ein your cloſet, calling him there your Lord and Wt 
„your Gôd: and then coming out to conſult the 1 
„ world, how far they will allow you to obey his 8 
„plain commands, without ſaying you are a Me- 
e thodiſt, Ceaſe rather to profeſs any allegiance 
to Chriſt, than treat him, under profeſſions of 
duty, with ſuch contempt. I would, faith he, 
s to the church of Laodicea, thou wert cold or hot; 
& ſo then becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither 
ec cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth.“ 
(Rev. c. i. v. 15, 16.) | 
I ſhould as eafily be convinced that there was 
no Holy Ghoſt, as that he was not preſent with my 
ſoul when I read this paſſage, and the whole of 
1 what Mr. Venn has written upon the ſubject. It 
| came to my heart with ſuch power, conviction, and 
demonſtration of the Spirit, that it lifted me up 
above the world, and produced that victory which 
faith alone can give; and that liberty, which uni- 
formly attends the preſence of the Spirit of the 
Lord. I became at once aſhamed of my baſe ingra- 
titude, and fooliſh fears; and was filled with ſuch 
conſolation, and rejoicing even in the proſpect of 
ſacrificing my character, and running the riſque of 
infamy and contempt, as made me entirely ſatisfied 
on that head; and ſome few unbelieving. ſeaſons 2 
3 exceptei 
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excepted, I have ever ſince been very little troubled 
about being accounted an Enthuſiaſt, or a Methodiſt, 
But ſtill I remained, as much, and am now more 


afraid of enthuſiaſm itſelf, than ever: and the nearer 


I verged to what I had 1gnorantly ſuppoſed to be 
enthuſiaſm, the more apprehenſive I became, leſt 
my earneſtneſs in ſuch intereſting enquiries, and the 
warmth of my natural ſpirit thus oc-afionally 
increaſed, ſhould put me off my guard, and betray 
me into deluſions and miſtakes. From this danger 
I could obtain no ſecurity, but by keeping cloſe to 
the ſtudy of the word of God; and by being earneſt 
and particular in praying to be preſerved from 
enthuſiaſm, and to be enabled to diſtinguiſh between 
the pure revelations of the Holy Spirit, and the 


inventions of men, or the deluſions of the ſpirit 


of hes. 

The Doctrine of a Trinity of coequal perſons in 
the Unity of the Godhead had been hitherto no part 
of my creed. I had long been accuſtomed to deſpiſe 
this great myſtery of godlineſs: I had quarrelled 
with the articles of the eſtabl Sed church about this 
doctrine: I had been very poſitive and open in my 


declarationss againſt it; and my unhumbled reaſon 


ſtill retained objections to it. But about June 1777, 
TI began to be troubled with doubts about it, and to 
ſaſpect the truth of Dr, Clarke's hypotheſis. I had 


juſt read Mr. Lindſey's Apology and Sequel, Be- 


fore I ſaw them, I had made a jeſt of thoſe, who 
thought of confuting him on the orthodox ſcheme, 
and was not without thoughts of maintaining Dr- 

Clarke's 
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Clarke's ſyſtem againſt him. But when I underſtood 
that he claimed Dr. Clarke as a Socinian, I was 
ſurpriſed, and engaged in much anxious conidc- 
ration of the ſubject. The more I ſtudied, the more 
I was diſſatisfied : many things now firſt occurred 


to me, as ſtrong objections againſt my ,omn fenti- 
ments upon that head ; and being perplexed, and | 
unable to make out a ſcheme for myſelf, 1 cally op 
perceived that I was not qualified to diſpute with 7 
another perſon, My pride, and my convictious 1 
4 firugs led hard for the victory; I was very unwill- 
i ing to become a Trinitarian in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
word, though in my own ſenſe I had for ſome time 
pretended to be one, and yet the more I conſidered - 
it, the more I was diſſatisfied with all other ſyſtems. 
My eſteem for Mr. was alſo now very much 
increaſed ; and though I had hitherto concealed this 
part of my ſentiments from him, yet I knew his 


to be very different: and though I was not willing 


to be taught by him in other matters; yet in this 1 
reſpect, finding his opinion the ſame, which in all ] bl 
former ages of the church hath been accounted oe 
orthodox, whilſt that, which I heid had all along | 


i 

; been branded as heretical; my fears of a miſtake bn 
7 were thereby exceedingly. increaſed. In this per- Hy 
a plexity I applied to the Lord, and beſought him to 4 

; lead me to a ſettled concluſion what was the truth. 3 

| ö After much meditation upon this ſubject, together bi 
| with a careful examination of all the Scriptures, ll 

j which I then underſtood to relate thereto, accom- Wl 


4 panied with hearty prayer for divine teaching, I — 
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was at length conſtrained to renounce, as utterly 
indefenſible, alt my former ſentiments, and to accede 
to that doctrine, which I had fo long deſpiſed. 
I faw, and I could no longer avoid ſeeing, that the 
offices and works attributed in Scripture to the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, are ſuch, as none but the infinite 
God could perform: that it is a contradiction to 
believe the real, and conſequently infinite ſatisfaction 
to divine juſtice made by the death of Chriſt, with- 
out believing him to be very God of very God: 
nor could the Holy Ghoſt give ſpiritual life unto, 
and dwell in the hearts of all believers at the ſame 
time, to ſuit his work of convincing, enlightening, 
teaching, ſtrengthening, ſanctifying, and comforting, 
to the ſeveral caſes of every individual, were he 
not the omniſcient, omnipreſent, infinite God. And 
being aſſured from reaſon, as well as from Scrip- 
ture, that there is not, and cannot be more 
Gods than one; I was driven from my reaſon- 
ings, .and conſtrained to ſubmit my natural under- 
ſtanding to divine revelation; and, allowing that 
the incomprehenſible God alone can fully know the 
unſearchable myſteries of his own divine nature, 
and the manner of his own exiſtence, to adopt the 
doctrine of a Trinity in Unity, in order to preſerve . 
conſiſtency in my own ſcheme. But it was a con- 
fiderable time before I was diſentangled from my 

embarraſſments on this ſubject. - | 
Hitherto my prejudices againſt Mr, Hervey, as a 
writer upon doctrinal ſubjects, had been very ſtrong. 
I thought him a very pious man, and I had read 
with 
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with pleaſure ſome parts of his meditations ; but 


having conſidered him an enthuſiaſt, J had no curi- 
oſity to read any other of his writings. But about 
July 1777, I providentially met with his Dialogues 
and Letters between Theron and Aſpaſio, and open- 
ing the book, I was much pleaſed with the firit 
paſſage on which I caſt my eye. This engaged me 
to read the whole, with uncommon attention: nor 
did I, in twice peruſing it, ever meet with any thing 
contrary to my own ſentiments, without immediately 
beſeeching the Lord to guide me to the truth, I 
truſt the Lord heard and anſwered theſe my prayers ; 
for though I could not but diſſent from him; (as I 
{till do,) in ſome few things; yet I was very much 
enlightened thereby in every thing relative to our 

fallen, guilty, loſt, and helpleſsly miſerable ſtate by 


nature; and the way and manner, in which the 


believer is accounted, and accepted as righteous, in 


the preſence of a juſt, holy, and heart-ſearching, a 
faithful, and unchangeable God: eſpecially his ani- 
mated deſcription and application of the ſtag chace, 
cleared up this important matter to my mind, more 
than any thing I had hitherto met with upon the 
ubject, 
I had now acceded to moſt - the 3 which at 


| preſent I believe, and preach ; except the doctrine of 


perſonal Election, and thoſe which depend on, and 
are connected with it. Theſe were {ſtill fooliſhneſs 
to me: and ſo late as Auguſt 17577, I told my friend 
Mr, ——, that I was ſure I never ſhould be of his 


ſentiments on that head . to which he anſwered, 
G 3 ©. - that 
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that if J never mentioned this ſubject, he never 
ſhould, as we were now agreed in all he judged 
abſolutely needful ; but he had not the leaſt doubt 
of my very ſhortly becoming a Calviniſt, as I ſhould 
preſently diſcover my ſyſtem of doctrine to be other- 
wiſe incomplete, and inconſiſtent with itſelf. And 
indeed by this time I had ſo repeatedly diſcovered 
myſelf to be miſtaken, where I had been very 
confident, that I began to ſuſpect myſelf in every 


thing, wherein I entertained ſentiments different 
from thoſe, with whom I converſed. This did not 


influence me to take their opinions upon truſt; but 
it diſpoſed me more particularly and attentively to 
conſider them; and in every perplexity to have 
recourſe to the Lord, to be preſerved from "Os 


and guided to the truth. 


About the ſame time alſo, I began to have more 
frequent applications made to me by perſons under 


deep concern for their ſouls, My heart was much 


engaged in this new employment; I was much 
troubled to ſee their preſſing anxieties, and to hear 
their doubts, difficulties, and objections againſt them- 
ſelves. Being fincerely deſirous to inſtruct them 


right, and to lead them on to eſtabliſhment, and 
comfort, I felt my deficiency, and ſeemed to have 


no ground to go on, nor any counſel to give them, 
but what led them into greater perplexity, inſtead 
of relieving them. In this caſe, I earneſtly beſought 
the Lord, to inſtruct me what word in ſeaſon to 
Deal unto them. 


Thus 
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Thus circumſtanced, I read © Witſius's Economy 
©« of the Covenants,” and obſerved what uſe he 
made of the doctrine of Election for this very pur- 
poſe. This convinced me that the doctrine, if true, 
would afford that ground of comfort, which my 


people wanted, It would evince, that their being 


awakened out of a careleſs ſtate to an earneſt concern 
for, and anxiety about their ſouls, and to an hearty 
hearty defire of cleaving unto the Lord; and their 
want of ſome ſecurity that they ſhould not, through 
the deceitfulneſs of their own hearts, their own 


weakneſs, the entanglements of the world, and the 


temptations of Satan, fall back again into their 
former courſe of fin, was the work of the Holy 
Ghoſt, If this were wrought in conſequence of the 
determinate purpoſe, and foreknowledge of God 
reſpecting them; it would follow from the entire 
and undeſerved freeneſs of this firſt gift, beſtowed 
on them, when neither defiring nor ſeeking it, but 
being in a ſtate of enmity and rebellion againſt, and 
neglect of God; and from his unchangeableneſs in 
his purpoſes, and faithfulneſs to his promiſes, that 
he would aſſuredly carry on, and complete this good 
work of his grace, and keep the believing ſoul, ag 
in a caſtle, through faith unto ſalvation. 


Having now diſcovered one uſe of this doctrine, 


which before I objected to as uſeleſs and pernicious, 
I began to confider how the other objections, which 
I had been accuſtomed to urge againſt it, might be 


anſwered. *Tis true, that I began to confider this 


whole matter as a myſtery, not to be comprehended, 
nor 
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nor yet too curiouſly ſearched into, by man's natural 
reaſon, but humbly received by faith, juſt as far as 
it is plainly revealed in God's unerring word, Many 
objections therefore I was conſtrained to leave un- 
anſwered, reſolving them into the incomprehenſible 
nature of God, whoſe judgments, and ſtill more his 
counſels, are as the great deep, unfathomable ; and 
into the ſovereignty of God, who does what he will 
with his own, and gives no account of any of his 
matters, let who will prefume to find fault; and 

into his declarations, that his thoughts and ways 
are as far above our thoughts and ways, as the 
heavens are above the earth. Here I left this matter, 
conſcious, at length, that ſuch knowledge was too 
high for me, and that if God had ſaid it, it was not 
my place to cavil againſt it. I acknowledge this 
way of anſwering objections is not very ſatis factory 
to man's proud curioſity, who would be as God, 
and know all that God knows, and even dares ts 
diſpute with him; and there are times when I can 
hardly acquieſce in ſuch a ſolution; but ſurely it is 
highly becoming the dependant ſtate, and limited 
underſtanding of the creature, to ſubmit the decificn 
of all ſuch high points, implicitly to the award of 
the infinitely wife Creator. And the chriſtian reli- 
gion expreſsly requires it of us, for our Lord 
declares, that . Except we receive the kingdom of 
« God,” (not as a diſputing Philoſopher,) “but as 
« a little child, we ſhall in no wiſe enter therein.“ 
The day is coming, when we ſhall be able to anſwer 
all objections, Here we are to walk by faith, and 


ſee 


* 


T1 


re in part, and as through a glaſs, darkly; heres 
ifter we ſhall ſee face to face, and know even as we | 


re known, | | 

Leaving therefore all difficulties of a metaphyſical 
ature to be cleared up in that world of light and 
nowledge, I began to conſider the abuſes of this 
\atrine, which I had always looked upon as being 
very formidable objection againſt it. But I ſoon 
diſcovered, that though ungodly men, who make 
profeſſion of religion, will turn the grace of God 
into licentiouſneſs; yet that we might ſo ex- 


plain and guard theſe doctrines, that none could 


thus abuſe them, without being conſcious that they 
lid ſo, and detecting their own hypocriſy, It ſtill 
ndeed appeared probable to me, that the preaching 
of them might occaſion ſome trouble of mind at firſt 
to a few well-diſpoſed perſons; but I conſidered, 
that by a cautious declaration of them, and con- 
traſting them with the general promiſes of the 
goſpel to all who believe, this might in great mea- 


ſure be prevented; and at the worſt, a little per- 
ſonal converſation with ſuch perſons, would ſeldom, 
jf ever, fail to ſatisfy their minds, and even enable 


them in general to derive encouragement from 
them: whilſt the unſettling of the minds of ſuch 
perſons, as are careleſsly living in an unconverted 
ſtate, is the great end of all our preaching to them; 
and therefore we need not fear any bad effect of this 
doctrine in that reſpect. The great queſtion there- 
fore was; are theſe doctrines in the Bible, or 
« no?” Hitherto 1 had wilfully paſſed over, and 
neglected, 
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neglected, or endeavoured to put ſome other con- 
ſtruction upon all thoſe Scriptures, which directly 
ſpeak of them ; but now I began to conſider, medi- 

| tate, and pray over them; and I ſoon found that I 
could not ſupport my former interpretation of them. 
They would teach Predeſtination, Election, final 
Perſeverance and Aſſurance, in ſpite of all my twiſt- 
ing and expounding. It alſo occurred to me, that 
though now in diſgrace, they were univerſally 
believed and maintained by our venerable Refor- 
mers: that they were, admitted, at the begining of the 
reformation, into the creeds, catechiſms, or articles 
of every one of the Proteſtant churches : that our 
articles and homilies exprefsly maintained them: 
and conſequently, that a vaſt number of wiſe, and 
fober- minded men, who in their days were burning 
and ſhining lights, upon mature deliberation, had 
agreed, not only that they were true, but that they 
ought to be admitted as uſeful, or even as neceſſary 
articles of faith by every one, who deemed himſelf 

_ called, to take. upon him the office of a Chriſtian 
minifter, | 
In the courſe of this enquiry I perceived, that 
my ſyſtem of doctrine was incomplete without them, 
I believed, that men by nature born in fin, and the 
children of wrath, by wicked works the enemies 
of God, being in themſelves ungodly, and without 
ſtrength, were ſaved of free mercy and grace, with- 
out having done any thing, more or leſs, to deſerve 
it, through the Redeemer's righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment, received by faith, the gift, and operation 
| of 


E 31 


of God; and accompanied with a new birth of the 
Sprrit, a new creation unto good works, and to the 
divine image, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt : 
and now therefore it occurred to me, to enquire. 
from what ſource theſe precious bleſſings, thus 
freely flowing through the channel of redemption to 
poor worthleſs ſinners, could originally ipring ? 
In this enquiry, my mind being carried back from 
the confideration of the effects, to the conftideration 
of their cauſes; and from the promiſes made to 
fallen man, to the counſels and purpoſes of God, 
which induced him to give thoſe promiſes; and 
meditating on the divine perfections, his omniſci- 
ence, unchangeableneſs, and eternity, and the end, 
which the all ſufficient God, had in view, in all his 
works, even the manifeſtation of tke glory of his 
own perfections; I at length perceived, that this 
great work of redemption, as planned by God, 
to whom were known all his works from betore the 
foundation of the world, muſt be the reſult of his 
eternal purpoſe, of diſplaying the glory of his 
mercy and grace in harmonious conſiſtency with his 
moſt awful juſtice, and glorious holineſs; and 
thereby manifeſting the inexhauſtible reſources of 
his manifold wiſdom, in thus reconciling, and at one 
time, and in one work, unitedly glorifying theſe his 
attributes, which, conſidered as perfect, ſeem, to 
created underſtanding, irreconcileable to each other, 
_ Eſpecially T was convinced of this, when I dy- 
covered, that until the fall of man made way for, 
and the redemption had manifeſted the attribute. of 
mercy 
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mercy to ſinners, it had, as far as we can learn, = 
been unexerciſed, and undiſplayed, and conſequently ' |} 
unknown to any but God himſelf, from all eternity: 
nor could he have the glory of it, but muſt have 
been conſidered as ſo perfect in juſtice and holineſs, 
as to be incapable of exerciſing mercy, had he not 
choſen ſome objects on whom to exerciſe it; and 
deviſed ſome way wherein to exerciſe it, in con- 
ſiſtency with his other perfections. Thus I perceived 
redemption to be the effect of a ſettled defign 
formed in God's eternal counſels, of manifeſting 
bimſelf to his reaſonable creatures to be complete, 
and full orbed in all conceivable perfections: that 
the merciful and gracious nature of God, the foun- 
tain of goodneſs, alone moyed him to chooſe any 
tranſgreſſors of his law, as objects of his favourable 
regard: that his unconſtrained will and pleaſure | 
are the only aſſignable cauſes of his chooſing one, 
rather than another: that the objections are as 
| ſtrong againſt this being underſtood of nations, or 
collective bodies, as of individuals: that the whole 
work being his own; his wiſdom having deviſed 
the means, his love, and all-ſufficjency having in the 
_ perſon, offices, and work of Chriſt made all things 
ready; his providence directing abſolutely to whom 
the word of invitation ſhould be ſent ; and his holy 
Spirit alone inclining, and enabling the ſoul to 
embrace it by faith: therefore, that God who 
knoweth the end from the beginning, and is a 
ſovereign, and when none have deſerved any thing, 
may do as he will with his own, did actually“ chooſe 
every 
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„ 

&« every individual believer, in Chriſt, before the 
% foundation of the world, that we HHould be holy 4 
and without blame before him in love; having | 
<« predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children by ß 
« Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good 
& pleaſure of his will; to the praiſe of the glory of 
e his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
6 the beloved.” (Eph. c. i. v. 4, 6.) 

In ſhort, though my objections were many, my 
anxiety great, and my reſiſtance long; yet, by the 
evidence, which, beth from the word of God, and 
and from my own meditation, crouded upon my 
mind, I was at length conſtrained to'ſubmit, and, 
God knoweth, with fear and trembling, to allow 
theſe formerly deſpiſed doctrines a place in my 
creed: and, accordingly, about Chriſtmas, 1777, 
I began cautiouſly to eſtabliſh the truth of them, 
and to make uſe of them for the conſolation of poor 
diſtreſſed, and fearful believers. This was the only 
uſe I then knew of them, though I now ſee their in- 
fluence into every part of goſpel truth. 

However, I would obſerve, that though I aſſur- 
edly believe theſe doctrines, as far as here expreſſed; 
(for I am not willing to trace them any higher by 
reaſonings, or conſequences into the unrevealed things 
of God);) and though I exceedingly need them in 
my view of religion, both for my own conſolation, 
and ſecurity againſt the conſequences of my own 
| deceitful heart, an enſnaring world, and a ſubtle 
tempter ; as alſo for the due exerciſe of my paſtoral 
office: yet I would not be underſtood to place the 
H a acknows 
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acknowledgment of them upon a level with the 
belief of the doctrines, that have before been ſpoken 


of. I can readily conceive the character of an 


humble, pious, ſpiritual Chriſtian, who either is an 
utter ſtranger to theſe Calviniſtical doctrines, or 
through miſapprehenſion, or fear of abuſe, cannot 
receive them. But I own, that I find a difficulty in 
conceiving an humble, pious, ſpiritual Chriſtian, 
who is a ſtranger to his own utterly loſt condition, 
to the deceitfulneſs and depravity of his heart, to 
the natzral alienation of his affections from God, and 
to the defilements of his beſt duties; who truſts 
either in whole, or in part, atlowedly tq any thing for 
pardon, and juſtification, but the blood and righ- 
teouſneſs of a crucified Saviour, who is God mani- 
felted in the fleſh; or who expects to be made 
meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in light, in 
any other way, than by being born again, new 
created, converted, and ſanctified by the divine power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
Sometime in November, 1777, I was by a then 
unknown friend, furniſhed with a conſiderable num- 
ber of books, written in general by the old divines, 
both of the church of England, and of the Diſ- 
ſenters. And, to my no ſmall ſurpriſe, I found, 
that thoſe doctrines, which are now deemed novel 
inventions, and are called Methodiſtical, are in theſe 
books every where diſcourſed of as known and 
allowed truths: and that that ſyſtem, which deſpiſing 
to be taught by men, and unacquainted with ſuch 
authors, I had for near three years together been 
hammering 


E 


1 


hammering out for myſelf, with no ſmall labour 
and anxiety, was to be found ready made to my 
hands, in every book I opened. 

I make no wonder, that the members. of the 
church of England are generally prejudiced againſt 
the writings of Diſſenters; for I have been fo my- 
ſelf to an exceſs : we imbibe this prejudice with the 
firſt rudiments of inſtruction, and are taught by our 
whole education to confider it as meritorious ; though 
no doubt it is a prejudice, of which every ſincere 
_enquirer after truth ought to be afraid, and every 
pretended enquirer aſhamed; for how can we 


determine on which fide truth lies, if we will not 


examine both ſides? And indeed it is well known 
to all thoſe, who are acquainted with the church 
hiſtories of thoſe times, that until the reign of James 
the Firſt there were no controverſies between the 
church eſtabliſhed, and the Puritans, concerning 
doctrine, both parties being in all matters of im- 


portance of the ſame ſentiments; they only con- 


tended about diſcipline, and ceremonies, until the 
introduction of Arminianiſm gave occaſion to the 
Calviniſts being denominated Doctrinal Puritans, 
Unto this period all our church writers were Cal 
viniſtical in doctrine, and even after that time, 
many might be mentioned who were allowed friends 
of the church of England, who oppoſed theſe inno- 


vations, and agreed in doctrine with every thing 


that hath been mentioned. Let it ſuffice, out of 
many, to recommend Biſhop Hall's works, eſpecially 
- his © Contemplations on the Life of Jeſus,” a book 
H 2 | not 
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not eaſily too highly prized: and Dr, Reynold's 
works. To theſe, no true friend to the church of 
England can reaſonably object. And in general 
I believe, and teach nothing, but what they plainly 
taught before me, as I could eafily prove, but that 
I have beeen too tedious already, | 

I had now got the outlines of my ſcheme of 
doctrine marked out ; but I had been ſo taken up 


with theſe doctrinal enquiries, that hitherto I was 


very much a ſtranger to the workings of my own 
heart, and had little experience in my own ſoul, 
of the power of theſe truths. The pride of reaſon- 
ing, and the conceit of my ſuperior diſcernment, had 
all along accompanied me; and though ſomewhat 


broken, had yet conſiderable influence. Hitherto 


therefore I had not thought of hearing any perſon 
preach, becauſe I did not know that any perſon, 
in the circle of my acquaintance, was capable of 
informing me in any thing deſerving attention, of 
which I was ignorant. But at length perceiving, 
that in the whole matter Mr. had been right, 
and that I had been miſtaken, it occurred to me, 
that having preached theſe doctrines ſo long, he 
muſt underſtand many things concerning them, to 
which I was a ſtranger, Now therefore, though not 
without much remaining prejudice, and not leſs 
in the character of a judge, than of a ſcholar, I 


condeſcended to be his hearer, and. occaſionally - 


to attend his preaching, and that of ſome other 
M.iniſters. I ſoon perceived the benefit of this: 


for, from time to tune I found the ſecrets of my 


heart 
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heart diſcovered to me, far beyond what I had 
hitherto noticed myſelf; and ſeldom returned from 
hearing a ſermon, without having” conceived a 


meaner opinion of myſelf; without having attained 


to a further acquaintance with my deficiencies, my 


weakneſs, my corruptions, and wants; and without 


being ſupplied with freſh matter for prayer, and 
directed to greater watchfulneſs. Moreover I learned 
the uſe of experience in preaching, and was con- 
vinced, that the ready way to come at other people's 


hearts and conſciences, was to ſpeak from my own, 


In ſhort, I gradually ſaw more and more of my 
need of inſtruction, and was brought to conſider 
myſelf as a very novize in rehgious matters, I 
began experimentally to perceive our Lord's mean- 
ing, when he fays, © Except ye receive the kingdom 
of Heaven as a little child, ye ſhall in no wiſe 
«enter therein.“ For though my proud heart is 
continually rebelling, and would fain build up 


again the former Babel of ſelf-conceit : yet I truſt. 


from this time, in my ſettled judgment, I have 
delired, and prayed to be enabled, to conſider myſelf 
as a little child, who ought ſimply to fit at the 
maſter's feet, to hear his words with profound ſub- 
muhon, and wait his teaching with earneſt deſire 
and patient attention, And from this time I have 
been enabled to confider thoſe perſons, whoſe 
knowledge has been ripened by years, experience 
and obſervation, as fathers and inſtructors, to take 
pleaſure in their company, value their counſels, 
and love to attend their preaching. 

H z Thus 
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Thus I truſt the old building, that T had purpoſed 
to repair, was pulled down to the ground, and the 
foundation of the new building of God laid aright; 
old things were paſſed away, behold all things were 
become new. What things were gain to me, thoſe 
I have counted loſs for Chriſt; my boaſted reaſon I 


diſcover to be a blind guide, until humbled, enlight- 


ened, and ſanctiſied by the Spirit of God: my former 
wiſdom I now know to have been fooliſhneſs, and 
that when I thought I knew much, I knew nothing 


as J ought to know. Since this period, every thing 


I have experienced in my own heart, every thing I 


have heard and read, every thing I obſerve around 


me, confirms and eſtabliſhes me in the aſſured belief 


of thoſe truths, which I have received; nor do I in 


general any more doubt their being from God, than 
I doubt whether the ſun ſhines, when I fee its light, 
and am warmed with its refreſhing beams. I ſee the 


powerful cffefts of them continually amongſt thoſe, to 


whom I preach; I experience the power of them 
daily in my own ſoul: and whilſt by meditating on, 


and rejoicing in the croſs of Chriſt, I find the world 


crucified unto me, and I unto the world; by preach- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, I ſee notoriouſly 


immoral perſons influenced to deny ungodlineſs and 


worldy luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world, being an example to 
ſuch, as before they were a ſcandal to. 

And now by this change, the conſequences of which 
I fo much dreaded, what have I loſt even in reſpect 
of this preſent world: Indeed I have loſt ſome de- 
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gree of favour, and eſcape not pity, cenſure, ſcorn, 
and oppoſition : but the Lord is introducing me to 
a new, and far more defirable acquaintance ; even to 
that of thoſe, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath denominated 


the excellent of the earth: nay the Lord the Spirit 


condeſcends to be my comforter. In general I enjoy 
-an eſtabliſhed peace of conſcience, through the blood 
of ſprinkling, and continual application to the hea- 


venly Advocate: with a ſweet content, and that peace 


of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding in caſting all 
my cares upon him, who careth for me And I am 
not left utterly without experience of that joy, which 


is unſpeakable and full of glory. Theſe the world 


could not give me, were I in favour with it; of 


theſe it cannot deprive me by its frowns, My de- 


fire henceforth, God knoweth, is to live to his glory, 
and by my whole conduct and converſation to adorn 
the doctrine of God my Saviour, and to ſhew forth 
his praiſe, who hath called me out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light: to be in ſome way or other 
uſeful to his believing people; and to invite poor 
finners, who are walking in a vain ſhadow, and diſ- 
quicting themſelves in vain, to taſte and ſee how 
gracious the Lord is, and how bleſſed they are, who 
put their truſt in him. 


Now would I tell to finners round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found; 
Would point to his redeeming blood, 
And cry, behold the way to God! 
Thus hath the Lord led me, a poor blind finner, 
in a way that I knew not, he hath made darkneſs 
light 
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light before me, crooked things ſtraight, and hard 
things eaſy, and hath brought me to a place, of which 
I little thought when I {et out: and having done 
| theſe things for me, I believe, ea Tam undoubtingly 
ſure, he will never leave me nor forſake me. To 
him be the glory of his undeferved, long reſiſted 
grace: to me be the ſhame not only of all my other 
fins, but alſo of my proud and perverſe oppoſition to 
his purpoſes of love towards me. But all this was 
permitted, that my high ſpirit and ſtout heart being 
at length humbled and ſubdued, L might remember, 
and be confounded, and never open my mouth more, 
becauſe of my ſhame, now that the Lord is pacified 
to me, for all that I have done. 

And now, as in the preſence of the heart-ſearching 
God, I have given without one wilful miſrepreſent- 
ation, addition, or material omiſſion, an hiſtory of the 
great things God hath done for my ſoul ; or if that 
ſuit not your view of it; an hiſtory of that change, 
which hath recently taken place in my religious ſen- 
timents and conduct, to the ſurpriſe of ſome, and 
perhaps diſpleaſure of others of my former friends, 
The doctrines, which I have now received, are indeed 
charged with being deſtructive of moral practice, and 
tending to licentiouſneſs ; but, though I know that 
my beſt righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, yet I truſt 
T may return thanks to God, that by his grace he 
hath ſo upheld me, ſince this change took place, that 
I have not been permitted to diſgrace the cauſe in 
whach I have embarked, by any immoral conduct: 
my rejoicing, in this reſpect, is Nn, that in fimpli- 


city 


E 


city and godly ſincerity, not with fieſhly wiſdom, but 
by the grace of God I have my converſation in the 
work. And fincerely I may avow, that the belief 
of theſe doctrines, hath a quite contrary effect upon 
me, I moſt heartily defire, aim, endeavour, and 


pray to be enabled to love God and keep his com- 


mandments, without partiality, and without hypo- 
criſy, and ſo to demean myſelf, as by well doing to 
put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men, That I 
fall ſo very far ſhort in every thing is not the effect 
of my new doctrines, but of my old depraved nature, 
and deceitful heart. Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right ſpirit within me | 
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PART THE THIKD, 


Containing OBSERVATIONS on the foregoing NAx- 
RATIVE. | 


Y deſign in writing this account of myſelf, and 
my religious enquiries, aud change of ſenti- 
ments, was as follows: I conſidered myſelf a ſingu- 
lar inſtance of a very unlikely perſon, in an uncom- 
mon manner, being led on from one thing to another, 
to embrace a ſyſtem of doctrine, which he once hear- 
tily deſpiſed. And as I do aſſuredly believe that this 
change hath been effected under the guidance and 
teaching of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſo I verily hoped that 
a circumſtantial relation of it might be an encourage- 
ment and comfort to thoſe, who know and love the 
Lord, and from them levy a tribute of gratitude, and 
praiſe to our gracious wonder-working God: and 
that it alſo might be inſtrumental, by the convincing 
Spirit, to awaken others to a ſerious review of their 
religious ſentiments; to put them upon the ſame 
earneſt enquiry after the truth as it is in Jeſus; and 


to influence them to the diligent uſe of the ſame 


blefſed means, in which the Lord directed me to be 
found. In order to forward this effect, I would 
offer a few obſervations upon what has been related, 
to the attentive and impartial conſideration of the 
reader; and may the Lord guide both the writer 

| and 
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and reader of theſe ſheets to the ſaving knowledge 
of himſelf, and of the ways of truth, and peace! 

| Now ift, I think it muſt be evident to every un- 
prejudiced reader of this narrative, that at the time 
this change commenced, I was, humanly ſpeaking, a 
molt unlikely perſon, to embrace this ſyſtem of doc- 
trine. This will appear from the following con- 
ſiderations. | 1 

1. By reaſon of my religious opinions at that 
time, which had been for many years directly con- 
trary thereto, Being always of a reflecting turn, 
I had exceeding high notions of the powers of 
human reaſon, and a very favourable opinion of my 
own underſtanding; and 1 had, upon reaſoning - 
principles, embraced a ſyſtem of religion, which, 
whilſt it ſoothed my conſcience, flattered this ſelf 
conceit. After ſome trivial alterations, I ſeemed to 
myſelf, upon mature. deliberation, to have come to a 
ſettled determination, and had beſtowed conſiderable 
pains in making myſelf acquainted with thoſe argu- 
ments, and interpretations of Scripture, wherewith 
that ſyſtem is uſually defended : and I had raked 
together many of thoſe plauſible objections, and 
high charges, which are by reaſoning men brought 
againſt the doctrines, and perſons of the Calviniſts. 
But, on the other hand, I was in great meaſure 
a ſtranger to what the Calviniſts could ſay for them- 
ſelves; becauſe I thought the matter too plain to 
bear an argument, and therefore did not think their 
anſwers worth reading. In ſhort, I was fallen fo 
very low, that very few have ever been recovered 

from 


"of 


from that abyſs of error, into which J had been 
permitted to fink, Full of confidence in my cauſe, 
and in the arguments, with which I was prepared 
to ſupport it, with the moſt ſanguine expectations 
of ſucceſs, I was eager to engage in controverſy 
with the Calviniſts. In this confidence I frequently 
harangued againſt them from the pulpit, and ſpared 
not to charge upon them conſequences both abſurd, 
and ſhocking. And yet at length after much, very 
much anxious, diligent enquiry; I have embraced, 
as the ſacred truths of God's unerring word, every 
doctrine of this deſpiſed ſyſtem. 

2. From my natural ſpirit, and temper, I was a 
moſt unlikely perſon thus to change. Few perſons 
were ever more ſelf-ſufficient and poſitive in their 
opinions, than I was. Fond to exceſs of entering 
into argument, I never failed on theſe occaſions to 
betray this peculiarity of my character. I ſeldom 
acknowledged, or ſuſpected myſelf miſtaken ; and 
ſcarce ever dropped any argument, until either my 
reaſonings, or obſtinacy had filenced my opponent, 
A certain perſon once ſaid of me, that I was like a 
ſtone rolling down the hill, which could neither 
be ſtopped, nor turned: this witneſs was true; but 
thoſe things which are impoſſible with man, are eaſy 
with God: Iam evidently both ſtopped, and turned; 
man I am perſuaded could not 'have done it; but 
this hath God wrought, and I am not more a 
wonder to'others, than to myſelf, Indeed I carried 
the ſame obſtinate, poſitive temper into my religious 
enquiries; for I never gave up one tittle of my 

| ſentiments, 
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ſentiments, till I could defend them no longer, nor 
ever ſubmitted to cord iction, 'till I could make 
no longer reſiſtance. The ſtrong man armed with 
my natural pride, and obſtinacy ; and having with 
my vaſh imaginations, and reaſonings, and high 
thoughts, built himſelf many ſtrong holds, kept his 
caſtle in my heart; and thus garriſoned, when the 
ſtronger than he came againſt him, he ſtood a long 
fiege ; *till being by ſuperior force driven from one 
to another, and all his armour, wherein he truſted, 
being at length taken from him, he was conſtrained 
to recede. And the Lord having made me willing 
in the day of his power, I was forced to confeſs ; 
„O Lord, thou art ſtronger than I, and haſt pre- 
% vailed.“ 

3. My ſituation in life rendered ſuch a change 
improbable. I had an increaſing family, no private 
fortune, a narrow, precarious income, and no ex- 
pectations, except from ſuch friends, as my conduct 
might procure, or continue to me. I had unex- 
pectedly contracted an acquaintance with ſome of 
- thoſe, whoſe favour goes a great way towards a 
man's advancement in life; nor was I inſenſible to 
the advantages to be hoped for, from cultivating by 
a compliant behaviour their kind and friendly 
regard tome: at the fame time I was no ſtranger to 
the opinion, which the world entertains of thoſe, . 
who preach theſe diſreputable doctrines ; and could 
not but conclude, that embracing this ſyſtem of 
religion was a probable way of depriving myſelf of 
this proſpect of preferment. Had I not therefore, 

i as 
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as the reſult of my diligent enquiries, been aſſuredly 
convinced that it was my indiſpenſable duty to em- 
brace, and preach them, and that by ſo doing alone, 
I could enſure to myſelf the favour of a better friend, 
than any here below; I ſhould have been deſtitute 
even of common ſenſe, to have had any thing to do 
with them. And yet being aware all along, how un- 
favourable, according to human probability, it would 
prove, to my worldly intereſts, at length I have de- 
liberately embraced them, | 

4. Nor was my regard to my character a trifling 
ſecurity againſt ſuch a change of ſentiment. I was 
amditiouſly, and exceflively fond of that honour, 
which cometh from man; and conſidered the defire 
of praiſe as allowable, nay laudable, By this motive 
was I urged on to a very diligent proſecution of my 
ſtudies, even beyond what my natural inclination led 


me to; and my whole conduct was influenced by, 


my whole converſation tinctured with, this vain- glo- 
rious aim. On the other hand, with approbation and 
felf complacency, I had been accuſtomed to hear the 
moſt contemptuous and opprobrious epithets, libe- 
rally added to the names of thoſe perſons, to whom 
I have now joined myſelf : and all along, as I verged 
nearer and nearer to Mcthodiſm, I was painfully 
ſenfible, that I was drawing upon myſelf the ſame 
mortifying diſtiuctions. I have been a vain-glorious 
candidate for human applauſe ; but I renounce ſuch 


pretenſions, and willingly ſubmit to be conſidered by 


the world, under the mortifying character of a filly, 
halE-witted, crack-brained enthuſiaſt, . Theſe epithets, 
I am 


L091] 


I am ſenſible, are now beſtowed upon me, behind 
my back, and very often to my face: I bleſs God 
this doth not move me, but I can heartily thank him, 
that I am counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his 
fake, But when I ſaw this trial approaching, 
it appeared very formidable; and I can truly 
affirm, that nothing but the fulleſt conviction, 
that the cauſe in which I was embarking, was the 
cauſe of God; - not1ing, but not daring to act con- 
trary to the plain difates of my conſcience, could 
have influenced me to make this ſacrifice of my 
character, and bring myſelf under ſo much contempt 


and ſcorn. 


But 5. To reaſon with our deſpiſers, upon their 
on prineiples; upon ſuppoſition that I am now 
fallen into enthuſiaſm, miſtake, and ſtrong delufion, 
I certainly was, when I firſt ſet out in this enquiry, 
a very unlikely perſon ſo to do, My leading reſolve 
was to ſearch for the truth diligently, and to embrace 
it wherever I fonnd it, whatever it might coſt: 
no ſooner had I begun this enquiry, than I was 
called upon to give proof of the ſincerity of this re- 
ſolution ; and, from a principle of conſcience, thongh 
a miſtaken one, I renounced my only proſpe& of 
preferment ; and it would be unreaſonable to queſtion 
my ſincerity, after it had been thus evidenced. 
Since that time I have alſo deliberately ſacrificed my 
character, and hazarded the loſs of all my former 
friends. Giving theſe proofs of my integrity, I ſet 
off in dependance on thoſe plain promiſes, which I 
have mentioned; I have ſought for this deſired 
| I 2 knowledge 
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knowledge of the truth mainly in reading the holy 
Scriptures, and by prayer for the promiſed teaching 
of the Holy Ghoſt, after that manner which hath 
been related; and am now led to concluſions diame- 
trically oppoſite, to what I expected. Now lay all 
theſe things together, and attentively conſider them, 
and-then let your own conſciences determine how 
far it is probable, that a perſon, in this manner ſeeking 
for the truth, ſhould be given over to a ſtrong deluſion 
to believe a pernicious lye. Would any of you that 
is a father, if his ſon aſked bfead, give him a ſtone, 
Lor if he aſked a fiſh, give him a ſerpent? If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
« unto your children; how much more ſhall our hea- 
„ venly Father give the holy Spirit to them, that aſk 
« him 7” Can any man ſuppoſe, that after ſuch re · 
peated and continued pleadings of the expreſs pro- 
miſes of the Lord to this effect, in earneſt prayer, 
according to his appointment, I ſhould be likely to 
be delivered up to the teaching of the father of Lies ? 
Can any one make this concluſion without inſinu- 
ating that God hath broken his promiſes, which is 
ſhocking to think of? In ſhort, you may make a 
jeſt of theſe things, you may throw by the book 
without giving any attention to an argument of this 
kind: or you may fay, what you never can prove, 
that it is all a contrived ſtory : or you may argue, 
that theſe promiſes, though contained in the Bible, 
are not to be depended on by us; which is to give 
up the Scriptures to be ſcoffed at by Infidels and 

| | Atheiſts, 
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Atheiſts, and to render them uſeleſs to the humble, 
anxious enquirer after truth and ſalvation: but by 
no other means, I am aſſured, can you account for 
this fingle circumſtance, without allowing, that the 
ſubſtance of thoſe doctrines, that I have now em- 
_ braced, is indeed contained in the word of God; 
that they compriſe the truth as it is in Jeſus, and are 
not corrupted with any ſuch deluſion, as can hazard 
the ſalvation of my ſoul, or the ſouls of thoſe, who 
by my miniſtry receive them. On this ſuppoſition 
all difficulties vaniſh, The Lord had given me 
a ſincere defire to know the ſaving doctrine of the 
goſpel: and though I was exceedingly ignorant, ob- 
ſtinate, and prejudiced; yet this deſire having, by 
his providential direction, led me to the word of God, 
and influenced me to ſeek his teaching by prayer; 
God was faithful to his own promiſes, and it was an 
example of his own words; © that every one that aſk- 
eth receiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth.“ My fin- 
cerity in ſeeking the truth, evidenced by the facri- 
ficeI made to my conſcience, was ſufficient to convince 
any perſon, who is converſant and experienced in 
the things of God, that, as my friend fotetold, 
thither would all my enquiries lead me, in that 
would they all finally centre. And could I be aſ- 
ſured, beloved reader, whoever thou art, that thou 
waſt as fincerely deſirous to know the truth, as I 
then was, and as heartily reſolved to embraee it 
wherever thou did{ find it, and whatever it ſhould 
colt thee : had I alfo aſſurance, that in a believing 
dependance on theſe promiſes, thou waſt dilligently, 
' I 3 and 
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God and prayer, ſeeking the accompliſþment thereof 
unto thy ſoul ; I would as confidently foretel, that, 
as to thoſe things, which I now regard as eſſential to 
ſalvation, and, if thou haſt the ſouls of others com- 
mitted to thee, as to what is needful for thy uſeful- 
neſs in the miniſtry, thou wouldſt be brought in time 
to theſe ſame concluſions, whatever thy preſent re- 
ligious ſentiments may be. May the Lord give thee 
true fin erity, and incline thine heart to try the ex- 
periment ! 
I am aware, that many will object to what I have 
urged under this head, as being too confident; and 
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each in behalf of his own ſyſtem ; and as I would 
neither wiſh by vain controverſy to be detained from 
more profitable employments, nor yet to leave any 
material, and plauſible objection in force againſt 
what I have aſſerted ; I hope the reader will excuſe 
my obviating this beforehand. In anſwer therefore 
to thoſe, who may deem me too confident in this 
argument, I would only intreat them impartially, 
and, carefully to conſider the limitations, with which 
on every hand it is guarded; and then to enquire, 
whether in any other way, than that, which hath 
been mentioned, he can account for this circumſtance: 
that is, ſuppoſing this narrative true, for which the 
appeal is to the heart-ſearching God; and ſuppoſing 
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we might embrace, depend on, and plead them in 


and from day to day, in the ſtudy of the word of 


as urged by men of contrary religious eee 


the promiſes mentioned, to be propoſed to us, that 


prayer; conſidering the glory of the divine veracity 
as 
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as concerned in their accompliſhment to every be» 
liever, and then try, whether you poſſibly can evade 


one of the following conclufions. 1. Either God 


hath failed of his promiſe, Or, 2. God hath in the 


main, and as far as is expreſſed, led the author by 
his holy Spirit to the knowledge and belief of the 


truth. To the 2d argument, taken from experience, 
I aniwer, 1. That it is not fact: many pretenders to 
fincerity, and candour will, without heſitation, con- 
demn as ent huſiaſtical, ſuch a reliance on, and con- 
fidence in theſe promiſes, and this way of ſearching 
for truth: and it is plain they do not ſeek truth in 
that manner, which they condemn in others. Many 
others, perhaps, ſlightly mention theſe matters, but 


they will not endure to be eloſely queſtioned: they 


are conſcious that they have not ſought the truth in 
this manner, and therefore they evade ſuch diſcourſe 
as perſonal. 2. Ianſwer, that the writings of many 
pretended enquirers after truth evidently ſhow, that 


they expect to ſind it, not by truſting the Lord with 


all their heart, aſking wiſdom of him, or ſeeking in 
the word of God and by prayer, to be taught of him : 
but by leaning to their own underſtanding, by reſting 
the argument on philoſophical reaſonings, by back- 
ing it with the authority of this, or that renowned 


name, and ſupporting their coneluſions by bold, and 


perplexing criticiims, and interpretations of Serip— 


ture. Hence ſo many daring appeals from revela-. 
tion, to reaſon and philoſophy : hence ſuch, and 
ſo many objections brought againſt doctrines plainly 
revealed in God's word; (if language hath any de- 
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terminate meaning ;) and ſo many conſequences 
charged upon theſe doctrines, with a deſign to inva- 
lidate their divine authority; as if being made by 
every art of ingenuity, to have the ſhew of unreaſon- 
ableneſs, was ſufficient to prove the plaineſt revelation 
of God's holy Spirit a falſehood : hence ſuch liberty, 
in interpretation and.criticiſm, taken with the word 
of God, as the learned would never endure in inter- 
preting, or criticiſing upon Horace or Virgil. . Theſe 
things prove, that ſuch perfons are ſtrangers to that 
earneſt, hearty, ſincere defire to know the truth, 
which brings the enquirer to an humble willingneſs 
to be taught of God, and in ſubmiſſion of under- 
ſtanding to ſeek wiſdom from his word and Spirit. 
And 3. It is evident, that many pretenders to this 
fincere deſire to know the truth, are not troubled 
with ſuſpicions that they are, 'or can be, wrong. 
They have made up their minds before they begin 
their enquiries : and therefore you will not find 
them willing to make the leaſt conceſſion, but, in the 
management of the controverſy, reſolved to vindi- 
cate, and contend for every tittle, wading through 
thick and thin, (as it is ſaid,) to make good their 
cauſe ; and where arguments fail, to make uſe of 
the other arts of controverſy, with which ſkill in the 
management of their weapons, and anger againſt 
their opponents, can ſupply them. Where a cauſe 
is maintained in this manner, you may eafily under- 
ftand, that there is none of that earneſt defire of 
learning the truth, and that anxious fear of miſtaking 
it, or of that diſtruſt of ſelf, and thoſe doubts con- 
cerning 
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cerning our preſent knowledge and belief, which 
conſtitute that ſincerity, that leads the enquirer to 
the word and Spirit of God for direction and teach- 
ing. Lay theſe things together, and they will, dn 
ſcriptural grounds, cut off many confident pretenders 
to ſincerity from their claims as entirely, as they ex- 
clude Annas and Caiaphas, and the chief Prieſts, 
Scribes, and Phariſees, from being ſincere enquirers 
into the truth of the Old Teſtament : when, in ſup- 
port of their own authority and reputation, and in- 
fluenced by pride, and anger, they, under colour of 


their law, put to death him, of whom Moſes and the 


Prophets did write, even Jeſus of Nazareth, the Son 
of God. And as to men of another ſpirit, who ap- 
pear fincere, humble, and willing to be taught of 


God, in their enquiry after truth; but do not en- 


tirely agree with what has been laid down, as my 
view bf the truth. I would only wiſh them to 
obſerve the diſtinction eſtabliſhed between ſome arid 
others of theſe rines. Such perſons do not, I 
dare ſay, materially differ from that, which has been 


mentioned as neceſſary to ſalvation : and therefore, 


as I allow that they may have been in the main 
taught of God; ſo I only require the ſame allow- 
ance; and that it may be ſuppoſed that the ſame 
God, who according to his promiſe hath led both, 
as far as needful to ſalvation, in the ſame way, 
has in other things left us to differ, for the mutual 
exerciſe of candour and forbearance, till that time, 
when we ſhall know even as we are known, 

| | Lay 
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Lay theſe things impartially together; confider my 
former ſentiments on religious ſubjects; my ſelf- 
_ ſufficiency and poſitiveneſs in my opinions; my 
. worldly intereſt and character both to appearance at 
. ſtake; my fincerity in my religious enquiries thus 
evidenced : and then, ſuppoſe my preſent ſenti- 
ments to be enthuſiaſm, and pernicious deluſion, 
and will it not be evident to your own conſciences, 
that I was a moſt unlikely perſon to fall into them ? 

II. In the ſecond place I would obſerve, that 
this change in my ſentiments was very gradual, 
When any perſon ſuddenly changes his religious 


9 5 | opinions for others very different from them, it is 
i ll i no inconſiderable evidence of a changeable, and 
1M fickle diſpoſition : it gives cauſe to ſuſpect, that he 
TW was not well eftabliſhed in his former ſentiments; that 
8 he had taken them upon truſt, and was a ſtranger to 
FE 1 the arguments, wherewith they might be defended, 
9 and to the objections, which might be urged againſt 


them. If worldly intereſt, reputation, or conveni- 
ency ſeem to favour the change, there is room for a 
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5 h 1 . deluded with ſpecious appearances, that he did not 
FM allow himſelf time to weigh the arguments pro and 
| \ con; that he had only changed one ſet of notions 
| ö | i for another, without having duly conſidered either 


Il fide, Such objections may. reaſonably be made, 
ll and the conſequences of ſuch precipitate changes too 
often juſtify them. But though I was always, and 
ſtill am, of an headlong, impetuous ſpirit in other 

things 
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things; and when once I have purpoſed, can have 
no reſt, from inceſſant agitation of mind, till I have 
_ accompliſhed ; yet in this particular I acted contrary 


to my natural temper. Indeed, at firſt, I did in 


ſome inſtances too much betray my impetuoſity ; 
but at that time I acted not in the character of an 


enquirer, but in full confidence that I was pleading 


the cauſe of truth, and had no more thought of 
becoming what the world calls a Methodiſt, than of 


turning Mahometan : and after that firſt hurry was 


over, though commonly in earneſt, and ſometimes in 
conſiderable perturbation of mind, I was outwardly 
calm and fatisfied ; being generally enabled to be- 
lieve, that if I were in any thing at preſent miſtaken, 


I ſhould ſome time be guided to the truth, My 


determination to ſet about this enquiry proceeded 
not ſo much from anxious fears about my own ſoul, 
as from a deep ſenſe impreſſed upon my heart, of 
the importance of my miniſtry, and the worth of the 
ſouls committed to my charge, and of the awful 
account to be given of them: and as I all along 
beſtowed ſome pains in inſtructing them in what 
I believed to be the truth; I was preſerved thereby 
from any diſcompoling fears, . or undue diſquietude 
of mind. I fat down very coolly to ſearch for the 
truth, I proceeded very gradually, and with extreme. 
caution; I took up no one opinion upon truſt; I 
gave up none of my ſentiments, until the arguments, 
wherewith I had learned to defend them, were con- 
| vincingly anſwered ; nor did I admit any new arti- 
cles into my creed, till either every objection was 


obviated 


FX. 
— * _ 

* - 
o 


n - 
—— 


G DA» ab 
* — 
bath & 33 
3 : 
o 


$44 — * 


* „ o 
AP ee BD "ao es rs i" 
8 g =. N 
- " * 


E 


obviated, or I was preſſed on the other hand with 
others, ſtill more unanſwerable. Much, very much, 
prayer and meditation preceeded every change of 
ſentiment; and I was near three years from the 
beginning of my enquiry, before I came to a deter- 
mination, what was truth. So long deliberately, 
and ſtep by ſtep, I examined the premiſes, before 
I finally proceeded to draw my concluſion. I per- 
ceive much cauſe to be aſhamed of my unteachable 
temper; for with ſuch opportunities as were af- 
forded me, if I had improved them, I might have 
been led to the knowledge and belief of. the ſame 
truths, in much leſs time. But the Lord, I truſt, 
led me in this way, and left me thus far to my own 
natural pride of heart ; that it might more evidently 
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appear, that I received not my doctrines from man, 
but that indeed, in the firſt inſtance, I learned them 
from the word and Spirit of God. 

III. Thirdly, I would obſerve, that as I changed 


any teaching from the perſons, to whoſe ſentiments 
J have now acceded. For a conſiderable time after 
the commencement of my enquiries, I would not 
ſo much as read what they had to urge in their own 

behalf. I entered indeed into a correſpondence with 
Mr. —, but my intention was not to learn from 
him, but to diſpute with him, which, when he waved, 
I dropt the correſpondence, and utterly neglected 
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peruſal. From that time I avoided his company, 
and all the time I would not hear him preach, 
I would 


my religious views deliberately, ſo, I did it without 


his letters, as not conſidering them worth a re- 
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I would not be underſtood to inſinuate, that Mr. 


bath not been uſeful to me: he hath been, and 
continues to be, eminently ſo; and I continually 
ſce great cauſe to bleſs God for giving me ſuch a 
friend, to be 50 near at hand on all occaſions. But 


this I aſſuredly believe, that had I never ſeen him 


after the time, that his example had put me upon 
conſidering my conduct, I ſhould have arrived at the 
ſame views of goſpel truth which I now have, 
His uſefulneſs to me, hath all along been in thoſe 
matters, wherein we were in fome meaſure agreed, 
not in thoſe wherein we differed ; for i? theſe my 
proud heart ſcorned to have him tor a teacher, 

At "the ſame time, though I had the offer of 
ſeveral books written by Diſſenters and Methodiſts, 
I declined them; and did not for nzar two years, 
peruſe any of them with ſufficient attention, to re- 
collect any thing of conſequence in them. I ſay 
not this, as flighting theſe books; juſtice requires 
me to acknowledge, that many of them, which then 
I ignorantly deſpiſed, contain as ſolid and judicious, 
and excellent divinity, as hath been penned fince 
the Apoſtle's days. But I did not get my ſyſtem 
from them, for that was nearly completed, before 
J was prevailed upon to read them. My ftudies, 
beſides the Bible, were mainly confined to authors of 
allowed reputation in the church of England, ſeveral 
of which I have mentioned. Wherein they differed 
from each other, (as certainly Tillotſon and Hooker; 
Jortin and Beveridge ; Bull and Hall do differ 
very much indeed ;) I endeavoured to judge for 
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r 
myſelf, comparing all of them with the word of 
God, and with the articles. homilies, and liturgy of 
the church of England: and from ſuch authors 
thus compared, as far as the writings of uninſpired 
men have been inſtrumental to this change, I have 


received the greateſt part of my preſent opinions. 
But let it be obſerved, that the farther theſe 


ſtreams are traced upward, towards the fountain of 


the bleſſed reformation, the purer they flow, accord- 
ing, to my preſent judgment: and I have no doubt, 
but I could, were I to go about it, with proper 
helps, prove undeniably, that there 1s nothing mate- 
rial preached by me, under the ſcandal of Method- 
iſtical, which was not preached by thoſe excellent 
perſons, who, having laid the foundation of our 
church-eſtabliſhment, gave their bodies to be burned, 
in confitmation of the truths they taught. It is 
much to be wiſhed, that their lives, and diſcourſes, 
living and dying, and their remaining writings, were 
more generally known amongſt us, and did not 
remain locked up from the world, in large folios, 
in the learned languages, or in books out of print, 
or exceeding ſcarce : the effect of which is, that the 
members of our national church are in general 
utterly ignorant of it's ſtandard doctrines, and igno- 
rantly brand thoſe as Methodiſts and Enthuſiaſts, 
who preach zealouſly the very doctrines of the 
firſt Reformers. 

IV. In the 4th place, I would obſerve the great 


influence, which the ſtudy of the Scriptures had 


in producing this change, 
£ We 
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We are too apt, without careful examination, to 
take things for granted; and to collect our ſcheme 
of divinity from other authors, and only to fetch a 
few detached texts from the Scripture, which appear 
to: countenance our preconceived opinions; neglect- 
ing, or very ſlightly conſidering ſach parts of the 
word of God, as ſeem incapable of being made uſe 
of to our purpoſe: we are too prone, in availing 
ourſelves of the labours of critics and expoſitors, to 
reſign up ourſelves implicitly to their guidance, 
and to imagine that we have proof enough of our 
doctrines, if we can produce the ſanction of ſome 
great name, which hath eſpouſed and maintained 
them; without carefully examining whether they 
be right or wrong: but this is to pay that deference 
to the human interpretation, which is only due to 
the divine book commented upon, We miniſters 
eſpecially, though at ordination we ſolemnly pro- 
miſe to turn all our ſtudies, as much as may be, 
into this channel, are very apt to ſuffer our time, and 
thoughts to be engrofſed with ſuch ſtudies and 
employments, as are foreign thereto, interfere there- 
with, and leave at moſt but a ſecondary attention 
for the ſtudy of the word of God. Hence it comes 


to paſs, that frequently we do not beſtow ſo much 


pains in meditating upon the Bible, and in compar- 
ing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, one Scripture 
with another, with what we experience in our own 
hearts, and what we hear and ſee in the world 


around us, as we do about matters of far leſs con- 


ſequence, So that probably ſhould we at any time 
K 2 ſit 
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fit down to a diligent examination of the whole 
word of God, we ſhould find it a very different book, 
than we expected : thus at leaſt it hath been with 
me, and poflibly it may be ſo with others. 

The word of God informs us, that true.wiſdom, 
the ſaving, practical and experimental knowledge of 
divine things, is not to be aequired without earneſt 
and diligent ſeeking, (Prov, c. ii. v. 1, 6.) © My 
“ ſon, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
« commandments with thee; ſo that thou incline 

e thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply thine heart to 
e underſtanding : yea, if thou crieſt after know- 
e ledge, and liftcth up thy voice for underſtanding ; 
« if thou ſeckeſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her, 

&« as for hid treafures: then ſhalt thou underſtand 
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 

God.“ If then our wiſdom has been acquired 
without any of that eager defire after, and painful 
diligence in ſeeking it, with which the covetous man 
deſires, and ſeeks for his riches; it is a ſhrewd 
conjecture, that it is not of the genuine ſort, Once 
J had in my own eſteem a ſort of wiſdom, which 1 
ſcemed to offer itſelf to me ſpontaneouſly, and to be 0 
found with little ſeeking. But now I am perſuaded 
it was but a counterfeit ; a fair-ſeeming pernicious 
fooliſhneſs, | | 

But that, which I now eſteem to be true wiſdom, 
if I could but attain unto it, is not to be acquired 
in ſo eaſy a manner. When I firſt began to deſire | 
and ſeek after this wiſdom, I ſet out with the aſſur- 3 
ancc, that it was to be found in the holy Scriptures, 

| „And 
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and no where elſe, theſe alone being able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation. I therefore confidered my- 
elf engaged to make them my ſtudy: and as the 


whole was given by inſpiration from God, and was 
all declared to be profitable for ſome purpoſe or 


other, according to the various ends, which the Holy 


Spirit defigned therein; ſo I made the whole my 


ſtudy without picking and chooſing. Thus I learned 
to look upon the Bible as my book of inſtructions, 
given me along with my miniſterial truſt by my Lord 


and Maſter; that from thence I was to draw all my 


doctrines, inſtructions, and admonitions, warnings, 
examples, rules of duty, motives to duty, and 
encouragement therein: and I alſo conſidered it to 
be the believer's charter of privileges, containing 
exceeding great and precious promiſes, and the 
whole of that, which God ſaw fit to reveal, concern- 
ing thoſe unſpeakable and inconceiyable good things, 
which he hath of his infinite mercy prepared for 
| them, that love him. In order therefore faithfully 
to declare my meſſage from the Lord Almight 


to the ſouls of men, I found it indiſpenſably needful 


to be well acquainted with every part, and to take 
the word of God myſelf, as well as propoſe it to 
others, as the lantern of my feet, and the light of 
my paths. And not only to attend to tae letter, 
but alſo to the true meaning, the mind of the Spirit 


of God therein. This I found to be a work that 


required much time, great diligence, mature con- 
kderation, and an unbiaſſed, unprejudiced mind. 
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With this view of the matter partly obtained, and 
continually more and more unfolding itſelf to my 
mind, I ſtudied the word of God, and have now for 
near four years employed a very conſiderable part 
of my time therein, neither rejecting, nor greatly 
depending upon the aſſiſtance of interpreters, I all 
along ſincerely defired to know the truth, and for 
that end read the Scriptures, not as the word of 
man, but as the word of God. And though there 
have been ſeaſons of remiſſneſs, when other employ- 
ments and ſtudies too much interfered with this 
main buſineſs: and though at firſt I was very far from 
an unbiaſſed mind; being blindly and obſtinately 
prejudiced againſt thoſe doctrines, which I now 
believe to be the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt: yet 
within that ſpace I have read the Bible ſeveral times 
over, in every part, with the ſtricteſt attention I was 
capable of. There are very few paſſages which 
relate to doctrine, that I have not repeatedly and 
diligently examined, comparing one with another, 
with all the care and conſideration I could ; and I 
ſeldom ever ceaſed meditating on any portion of 
Scripture, until I had attained to ſome ſatisfying 
conclufion concerning its true meaning, and agree- 
ment with other Scriptures. I may truly ſay I have 
filled reams of paper with religious diſcuſſions, with 
ſermons, expoſitions and letters, in all which I 
ranſacked the Bible, to bring as much Scripture 
evidence for my direction as poſſible. For theſe laſt 
two years I have ſcarce opened a book except upon 
religious ſubjects, and from morning till night, nearly 

OE 8 every 
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every day, all this while, my thdughts inceſſantly 
have been employed in meditation upon the great 
truths of the goſpel. Every difficulty and objection, 
(and difficulties and objections both from my own 
meditations, and in the courſe of my reading, con- 
tinually crouded upon my mind;) ſent me to the 
word of God, and increaſed my care and attention 
in examining and weighing every text of Scripture, 
reſpecting the point in queſtion, before I ones. ay 
my old opinion for a new one, 

Thus I may truly ſay, I have ſought in the word 
of God, (that field in which alone this precious trea- 
ſure lies hid ;) for wiſdom, for the ſaving knowledge 
of divine things, as for ſilver, and ſearched for her, 
as for hid treaſures. And though Iam ſenſible, that 
campared with many, with whom I have perſonal 


acquaintance, and ſtill more, whoſe works I read, my 


knowledge of the Scriptures is ſuperficial, the know- 
ledge of a child, of a mere novice in the ſchool of 
Chriſt: yet, I truſt that, as far as relates to the leading 
truths of the goſpel, according to the promiſe I am 
brought to underſtand the fear of the Lord, and have 
found the knowledge of God. And permit me, be- 
loved reader, to put thee in remembrance, that until 


thou haſt with ſome good meaſure of this diligence, 


ſtudied the whole word of God, thou runneſt very 


great hazards in paſſing judgment upon men and 


doctrines: be cautious what thou doeſt; let thefe 


men quite alone, until thou haſt imitated the conduct 
of the noble Bereans; and haſt thoroughly, and with 
unbiaſſed mind, examined and meditated upon the 


whole 
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whole word of God, to ſee whether the things, they 
believe, and teach, be ſo or no. Leaſt otherwiſe it 
ſhould come to paſs, (as probably it will,) that in 
oppoling and condemning them, thou ſhouldſt be 


found to fight againſt God. And O! that the Lord 


would hear and grant my requeſt, and by his Holy 
Spirit powerfully incline the hearts of all, who read 
theſe ſheets, according to their leiſure, ſtation in life, 


obligations, and opportunities, thus attentively to 


read their Bibles; not as the word of men, but as the 
word of God himſelf, ſpeaking from heaven, and 
unto them, and concerning the everlaſting intereſts 
of their precious, and immortal ſouls. Be the ad- 
viſer what he will, deſpiſed, and deſerving to be de- 
ſpiſed for a Methodiſt, the advice is undoubtedly 
good; advice I ſhall have no occafion to repent 
having thus given you, at the ſolemn hour of death, 
and the awful day of judgment: advice, which, at 


.thoſe approaching ſeaſons, none of you will repent 
baving followed ; though it ſhould divert you from 


more amuſimg, and at this day more reputable ſtudies, 
or engroſs that time, that you have been accuſtomed 
to devote to more pleaſurable and faſhionable em- 
ploy ments; but which neglected, will be an addi- 
tional ſting in every conſcience, through all the 


.countleſs ages of eternity. 


And O! that they, to whom the chief ſhepherd 


hath committed the care of precious ſouls, and at 


whoſe hands he will aſſuredly require every one, that 
perifhes through their default, would take in good 
Part this .cxpreſſiqn of the very affectiongte deſire 

| of 


E ee Le ed dts hats a 


1 


of my ſoul both in behalf of them, and their flocks, 
in dropping theſe hints concerning their peculiar 
obligations, to devote much of their time to the at- 
tentive, unbiaſſed ſtudy of the word of God, that in- 
finitely beſt, but often leaſt ſtudied of all books. 


What avails it, that the miniſters of the everlaſting 


goſpel ſhould be learned claſſics, profound philoſo- 


phers, metaphyſicians, and mathematicians, expert 


logicians, or adorned with the knowledge of the po- 
liter ſciences; if they are unacquainted, or but 
ſuperficially acquainted with the ſacred Scriptures ? 
Theſe other branches of literature may amuſe and 
entertain them, may procure them preferment, re- 
putation, reſpect, and favour: but it is the know- 
ledge of the Bible, which alone can enable them in 


ſuch a manner to attend to themſelves, and to their 


doctrine, as ſhall iſſue in the everlaſting ſalvation of 
their own ſouls, and the ſouls committed to their 
care. Fay be it from me to preſume to lay down 
my opinions as the ſtandard of doctrine, or a rule 
for the faith, and preaching of my brethren in this 
ſacred miniſtry, But the more obſcure I am, the 
leſs objection can there reaſonably be againſt my juſt 
hinting to them ; that if any one ſhould find this 
ſubje& manifeſt itſelf to his conſcience, and make 
him ſenſible, that verily he hath been faulty in this 
matter, and hath been attending to other employ- 
ments, and ſtudying other books more than the 
word of God; then poſſibly he may be miſtaken in 


his ſentiments concerning the doctrine of the goſpel, 


and being miſtaken hiniſelf, may be miſleading others, 
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to the endangering of their immortal ſouls : for he 

cannot be certain, but that, ſhould he employ ſome 

years in this ſingle ſtudy, (which its importance well 

deſerves,) he may find the Bible a very different 
book, than he expected. 

V. I would obſerve the influence which prayer 
appears to have had in effecting this change. 

I am aware that the world, though called Chriſtian, 
1s come to ſuch a paſs, that the very mention of this 
ſabje& in many companies is accounted ill manners, 
or even received with ridicule ; and that being known 


to live a life of prayer and communion with God, is : | 


alone ſufficient to denominate any perſon a Methodiſt. 


However it 1s ſcarce needful to ſay, how full the 


word of God is of precepts, inſtructions, exhortations, 
invitations, promiſes and examples to this effect: he 
ne ver read his Bible, who knows not this; nor can 
any man, under any pretence, make a jeſt of this 
great duty and privilege of a believer, without poure 
ing contempt upon the holy Scriptures, and inſulting 
the brighteſt characters therein propoſed to us as 
examples, not excepting the Lord Jeſus himſelf. 
Let men therefore, under the profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity, be as irreligious and profane as they pleaſe ; 
I ſhall not be aſhamed to ſpeak upon ſo unfaſhion- 
able a topic: for if the word of God be true, he 
never knew any thing as he ought to know, never 
believed, never repented, never performed one duty 
aright in his life, who hath not ſought all his wiſdom, 
knowledge, faith, repentance, and ſufficieney for 


.obedience, from God, by fervent, inſtant, perſevering 
prayer. 
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prayer. Time was, even ſince J had ſouls committed 
to my care, that I lived in the neglect of this duty, 
and fo without God in the world: but ſince, through 
his forbearance and mercy, I have been in earneſt 
about the ſalvation of my own foul and their's, I 
have not ben left to do ſo. However, it is not my 
intent to ſpeak any further on this ſubject, than re- 
- lates to the matter in hand, | 

The word of God promiſes the Holy Spirit to 
them that aſk him ; he 1s the Spirit of truth, leads 
into all truth, des all things, and ſearches and 
reveals the deep things of God. The leading pro- 
miſe to the church is, (Iſaiah c. iv. v. 13.) * That 
&« all her children ſhall be taught of the Lord,” 
(John c. vi. v. 44, 45.) Referring thereto Chriſt 
hath declared, that none can come unto him, except 
he be drawn of the Father, and taught of God. 
And St. Paul adds, (1 Cor. c. ii. v. 14;) But the 
« natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither 
& can he know them; becauſe they are ſpiritually 
« diſcerned.” The natural man (uy nos) is ex- 
plained in Jude, by not having the Spirit, which is 
evidently the Apoſtle's meaning in this paſſage; for 
in the preceding verſe he. declares, that he preached 
the goſpel, not © in words, which man's wiſdom 
« teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, com- 
„% paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual,” On theſe 
grounds I concluded that man's natural underſtaͤnd- 
ing could not ſpiritually, or profitably receive the 
knowledge of revealed myſteries, unleſs it be en- 


lightened 
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lightened by the Holy Spirit. I learned alſo, that 
our eyes may be blinded by Satan, the god and 
Prince of this world; and our underſtandings 
cloſed, and a veil upon our hearts, when we read the 
word of God, in which caſe the letter of the Scrip- 
tures, without the Spirit, only killeth. Hence the 
need of our underſtandings being opened, to under- 
ſtand the Scriptures ; (tor want of which the plaineſt 
diſcourſes of our Lord to his Diſciples concerning 
his ſufferings, death, and reſurrection, were hid from 
them, and they underſtood them not :) and of the 
veil being taken from our hearts ; for want of which 
the Jews in reading the Old Teſtament cannot under- 
ſtand the plaineſt declarations of Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets, concerning their promiſed Saviour. I was 
taught alſo that true wiſdom was the gift of God, 
and to be atked of him, by every one, who would be 
wiſe unto ſalvation : that “ the ſecret of the Lord 
&« is amongſt them that fear him ;” and that thoſe 
« who receive not the love of the truth, that they 
„ might be ſaved, are given over to a ſtrong deluſion 
« to believe a lye: that they might all be damned, 
© who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in 
4 unrighteouſneſs.” (2 Theſ. c. ij. v. 10—12.) 

On theſe grounds, and depending upon the pro- 
miſes, and invitations fo plentifully interſperſed 
through the Scriptures; when I began to enquire 
after the truth, I began alſo to cry unto the Lord 
for his guidance therein: and as my mind became 
more and more engaged, and my difficulties, in 
extricating myſelf from the labyrinths of contro- 

yerſy 
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verſy, increaſed, I became more and more earneſt, 
and conſtant, and particular in making my requeſt 
known unto God, My conſtant prayer to the Lord 
was, to be delivered from pride, and prejudice, blind- 


neſs of heart, contempt of the truth, obſtinacy, 


enthuſiaſm, ignorance, and error, That the Lord 
would give me wiſdom and knowledge, guide me to 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, open my underſtanding, 
take away the evil from my heart, and make known 
unto me the way of ſalvation, which is revealed 
to ſinners in his holy Word. Thus waiting upon 
the Lord, according to his own appointment, de- 
N pending upon, and pleading his promiſes from day 
to day, I was led from one thing to another, until 
my view of religious truth was totally changed, 
This I moſt firmly believe to have been by the 
promiſed teaching of the Spirit of truth, powerfully 
enlightening n:v mind, opening the Scriptures, and, 
by diſpelling the clouds of error, and prejudice, 
enabling me to receive the truth therein contained, 
But though I am not athamed of declaring my 
defire of living a life of prayer, and communion 
with God; yet I have no intention in ſpeaking thus 
publicly on ſuch a ſubject, but to advance his 


glory, and forward the falvation of fouls. As in his 


preſence I declare, that I have prayed over many 
of the moſt intereſting paſſages of Scripture, chapter 


by chapter, and often verſe by verſe, with the moſt 


anxious apprehenfions of rejecting, or miſtaking 
the truth, or embracing a falſehood ; and with the 
mot earneſt deſire of knowing what that doctrine 


I. Was, 
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was, which Jeſus and his Apoſtles taught, In the 
fight of God I am ſenſible IJ have abundant cauſe to 
be humbled, and aſhamed of my frequent remiſſneſs 
in, and the continual defilements of my prayers : but 
as ſurely as I believe his promiſe to be faithful, as 
ſurely as I believe him to be a God that heareth 
prayers; ſo ſurely do I believe that fleſh and blood 


bath not revealed to me the doctrines I now preach, 
but God himſelf by his Holy Spirit, 


bd . 
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tify, that thou haſt hitherto lived in the negle& of 
this important duty, or in the formal lifeleſs, un- 
meaning performance of it with thy lips, whilſt thy 
heart hath been diſengaged, and thy thoughts allow- 
edly wandering to the ends of the earth: if thou haſt 
not been accuſtomed by fervent prayer to ſeek 
wiſdom from God by his teaching Spirit; if thou 
knoweth not what it is to exerciſe faith upon the 
promiſes pointed out to thee, nor to plead them in 
prayer to a promiſe-keeping God; if all thy know- 
ledge of divine things hath been acquired by leaning 
to thy own underſtanding; if in reading the Scrip- 
_ tures thou haſt looked more to learned critics, 

commentators, and expoſitors, than to the illumi- 
nating Spirit of God, ſought in humble prayer, to 
open thy underſtanding, to take the veil from thine 
heart, and to give thee that wiſdom, which is from 
above: then be as ſure, as the word of God is 
true, and we are concerned in it, that thou art in the 
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thou knoweth nothing yet as thou oughteſt to know. 
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Reader, whoever thou art, if thy conſcience teſ- 
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wrong, the light that is in thee is darkneſs, and 


May 
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May the Lord effectually incline thine heart to 
take a contrary courſe, and to ſeek wiſdom, where 
alone it can be found, from the Lord, the Father 
of Lights, and the giver of every good and perfect 
gift, who hath invited thee to aſk, that it may be 
given thee ! 
VI. I would obſerve, that there is nothing in 
this Narrative, which can reaſonably be condemned. 
as Enthufiaſm. | 
It is allowed that there is ſuch a thing as Enthu- 
ſiaſm: that it is a frequent attendant on religious 
zeal; that in ſome of its operations, it is a grievous 
evil, (I ſpeak of the faulty Enthuſiaſm ;) in all, 
attended with many inconveniencies : and that it 
ought very carefully to be guarded againſt by every 
religious profeſſor, and zealous preacher, It would f 
alſo be in vain to pretend that the late revivals of 
religion, which indiſcriminately have been ſtigma- 
tized with the name of Methodiſm, have been, in 
opinion and practice, entirely free from Enthuſiaſm. | 
What revivals of religion ever were free from ſuch | 
ſcandals ? Where the Lord ſows his good ſeed, there | 
the enemy will be ſure to ſcatter his tares. It muſt f 
be confeſſed, that ſome of the moſt eminent inſtru- 
ments in this work, whoie names, when prejudice 
ſhall vaniſn, will be handed down with honour, as 1 
burning and ſhining lights to the lateſt periods of : 
the church, have by the greatneſs of their zeal, 
through human frailty, been betrayed into ſenti- 
ments, expreſſions, and deportment, in ſome in- 
ſtances, juſtly to be cenſured, as enthuſiaſtical; of 
5 which 
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which their enemies have not failed ſufficiently to 
avail themſelves. But whatever indiſeretions and 
miſtakes particular perſons, who have preached theſe 
doctrines, may have fallen into, this doth not, in 
the judgment of candid and impartial perſons, in 
the leaſt affect the general cauſe, or prove the doc - 
trines erroneous. We would not contend for the 
eredit of individuals, or the intereſts of a party? 
but for the doctrines of God's word, and of the 
eſtabliſhed church of England. Theſe will con- 
tinue true and important, though many of thoſe, 
who have zealouſly and ſucceſsfully preached them, 
ſhould 'have juſtly incurred the charge of Enthn- 
ſiaſm. All that I would intimate is this; that a 
man may be led to the belief of thoſe doctrines, 
which are branded as Methodiſtical, in a way of 


ſober, rational enquiry ; and zealouſly preach them 
without being an Enthuſiaſt. | 


It would be very well if ſome of thoſe, who ſo 
readily accuſe whole bodies of apparently religious 
perſons of Enthuſiaſm, would favour us with their 
determinate definition of an Enthuſiaſt, In its ori- 
ginal meaning the word has a very favourable 
ſenſe, and implies that by a divine influence upon 
the ſoul, a man is filled with an ardour and warmth 
of zeal in the cauſe he is engaged in. Now it is 
good to be zealouſly affected always in a good thing, 
and if our ardour of ſoul be from the Spirit of God, 
according to the revealed will of God, and for the 
glory of God, it is the nobleſt, moſt deſirable, moſt 
heavenly, and moſt beneficial exertion of the human 


mind. 
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mind. In every thing but religion, an ardour, de- 


ſeribed by the term Enthuſiaſm, is allowed and 
commended: a poetical, a military, a patriotic En- 


thuſiaſm, even when they carry men beyond the 


ſtrict bounds of cold reaſonings and exact prudence, 
fail not to meet with admirers. Our zeal may be 
fervent in every thing without cenſure, ſave when 
we are zealous for the glory of God, and the 
ſalvation of immortal ſouls. But there is an enthu- 
ſiaſm of this ſort, which forms the higheſt elevation, 
and the nobleſt effort of the human ſoul. Such an 
enthuſiaſm animated the Apoſtle Paul, in all his 
ſelf-denying labours and ſufferings, and filled, (under 
the guidance of the Holy Ghoſt,) his writings, with 
ſuch ardent zeal for the honour of his dear Saviour, 
and affection for the ſouls of men: ſuch an enthu- 
fiaſm, he expreſſes, when he ſays, (2 Cor. c. v. 
v. 13, 14.) © Whether we be beſides ourſelves it is 
*© to God, or whether we be ſober, it is for your 
«© cauſe; for the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us.“ 
Of ſuch an enthuſiaſm as this I wiſh I were far more 
guilty, But on the other hand, there is danger of 


a counterfeit, pernicious enthuſiaſm, and about 


that we are now enquiring, Now I apprehend, 
that in order to conſtitute this culpable enthuſiaſm, 
ſome one or more of the following things muſt 
appear: either the ardour of ſoul, which is excited, 


muſt proceed from a heated imagination, or from 


a deluſion of Satan, inſtead of being produced by a 
divine influence; or the cauſe, in which this ardour 
is employed, muſt be the cauſe of ſelf and error, 
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inſtead of the cauſe of God and truth; or it muſt 
exert itſelf in unjuſtifiable meaſures and practices. 
But if our ardour of mind be warranted by the 
word of God, if it do not tend to the diſhonour of 
God; and if it be confined in it's exerciſe to the 
rules and precept of . the word of God, how intenſe 
ſoever it may be, I can ſee no cauſe to cenſure it; 
unleſs men can be too zealous for the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of ſouls, _ 

But whatever be the diſtinguiſhing criterion of 
, I ſuppoſe it will be difficult to fix a 
charge of it upon any thing, for which I plead in 
this Narrative, I never was taught any thing by 
impulſes, impreſſions, viſions, dreams, or revelations; 
except ſo far as the work of the Spirit, in enlight- 
ening the underſtanding for the reception of thoſe 
truths contained in the Holy Scriptures, is ſome- 
times ſtiled revelation, Other revelation I never 
expected or experienced, nor ever taught others to 
expect, Not but that the Lord 1s ſovereign, and 
may do what he will with his own; and, if he 
pleaſes, may, and I ſuppoſe ſometimes does, go out 
of the ordinary courſe, for the converſion of a 
finner, or the guidance of a perplexed, or the com- 
fort of a diſtreſſed ſoul; but I never took one ſtep 
in dependance on any ſuch extraordinary interpo- 
fitions, nor encouraged any perſon to do ſo. And 
ſurely it will not be called enthuſiaſm, by any but 
avowed infidels, to believe God's word to be the 
rule of truth, and his promiſes to be faithful, and in 
this belief to ſeek for the knowledge of the doctrines 


1 


of the goſpel, in the manner related. In this way 
I have been taught no new truths, but as J believe, 
have been ſhewn the meaning, uſe, tendency, con- 
ſiſtency, harmony, wiſdom, and glory of thoſe truths, 
which are contained in the ſacred volume, but 
which before, through pride and 1gnorance, I per- 
verted, neglected, reviled, and counted fooliſhneſs, 
Nor do I make any pretences to infallibility : God 
hath not I truſt, left me ſo unſtable, as to float about 
in the uncertain ſtream of opinion, and to be toſſed 
to and fro with every wind of doctrine, by the ſleight 
of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive, As to the grand doctrines of the 
goſpel, which I have endeavoured to mark out as 
neceſſary to ſalvation, they are neither ſo uncertain, 
nor ſo difficult, as men would perſuade us: their 
uncertainty and difficulty ariſe wholly from our 
pride, prejudice, love of fin, and inattentive igno- 
Trance of our own hearts. There is really much 
difficulty in bringing vain man to ceaſe from leaning 

to his own underſtanding; and in prevailing with 
him to truſt in the Lord with all his heart, and to be 
willing, in the humble poſture of a little child, 
to be taught of God. Nothing but a deep con- 
viction of guilt, a fear of wrath, and a ſenſe of our 
loſt condition by nature and practice, can bring our 
minds into this ſubmiſhve frame: but this being 
effected, the difficulty is over, and the way of ſalva- 
tion is ſo plain, that the way-faring men though 
fools, ſhall not err therein. As to the other 

doctrines, which I believe myſelf, though they ſeem 


plain 
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plain enough to me, I defire not to proſelyte others 
to them, but am willing to leave them as matters, 
in which infallible men may differ without danger, 
And as to my ſufficiency for the faithful diſcharge 
of my miniſtry to God's glory, and the ſalvation of 
fouls, he will not, I truſt, deceive my expectations, 
which are grounded on his promiſes : for the reſt 
J miſtake daily, and find myſelf in continual danger 
of mixing my own 1maginations with his divine 
truths, and following my own ſpirit inſtead of his. 
Whatever I preach truly, or do wiſely, to God 
be the glory, for I am not ſufficient of myſelf to 
think a good thought: whatever I ſpeak falſely, or 
do fooliſhly, to me be the ſhame, for it is the 
natural fruit of my own deceitful heart, If this 
be Enthuſiaſm, it is an Enthuſiaſm warranted not 
only by the word of God, as I have endeavoured 
to prove, but by the whole liturgy of our church. 
We all at ordination profeſs to be moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt, to take the miniſterial office upon us, 
and afſuredly we cannot be moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, if we have not the Holy Ghoſt, nor may expect 
his help and guidance, We agree to pray, that the 
Lord would lead into the way of truth, all ſuch as 
have. erred and are deceived ; that he would illumi- 
nate all Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons with true 
knowledge and underſtanding of his holy word ; 
that he would. cleanſe our hearts by the inſpira- 
tion of his Holy Spirit; that he would grant us 
true repentance and his Holy Spirit : and much 
more to this effect; and I am perſuaded, that ſuch 


a cou - 
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A confidence, as I have expreſſed, cannot be cenſured 
as Enthuſiaſm, without directly including our church 
eſtabliſhment and continual public worſhip in the 
ſame charge. 

VII. Laſtly, I would obſerve that our oppoſers, 
and deſpiſers will ſeldom give us the hearing. 
With all their pretenſions to candour, reaſoning 
and free enquiry, they accuſe and condemn us 
without ſo much as knowing, with any tolerable 
degree of accuracy, what our ſentiments are; al- 
though they are furniſhed with ſuch plentiful means 
of information, in thoſe numerous publications, 
waich are now extant upon theſe ſubjects. 

Having imbibed ſtrong prejudices againſt us, they 
frame ſo contemptible an opinion of our under- 
ſtandings and our writings, that they will not beſtow 
ſo much pains, or afford us ſo much regard, as to 
peruſe our books : and tocall an author a Methodiff, 
1s with many people a ſufficient reaſon why they 
ſhould not read his works. Hence it comes to paſs, 
that for want of information our doctrines are griev- 
ouſly miſrepreſented; and in general the attacks 
made upon us, though they make our perſons odious 
and deſpiſed, do not in the leaft affect the argument 
in debate. What moſt of our adverſaries know 
of our opinions, are only ſcattered fragments picked 
up by hearſay, wherein neither the connection, con- 
ſiſtency, tendency, nor application of theſe opinions 
are preſerved: and therefore no wonder that we 
are vilified, and reproached with things, to which 
we are utter ſtrangers, or which we abominate, and 
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proteſt againſt from ſabbath to ſabbath, and againſt 


which we neglect not to fill our writings with rea- 


ſonings, warnings and cautions, 
For my own part I freely acknowledge, that my 


ſtrongeſt objections againſt this ſcheme of doctrine 


aroſe wholly from miſapprehenſion, and miſtake, 


Not having read their books, my notions of the doe- 


trines of the Methodiſts were received from vulgar 


report, and from their enemies ; whilſt my own 


creative imagination put the conſtruction upon, and 


drew the conſequences from them; ſo that when I 
preached againſt them, I was as one fighting with my 


own ſhadow ; and in ſpeaking evil of thoſe things, 
that I knew not, I only betrayed my own ignoratice 
and pride. No better founded are the lamentable 
out- cries, which at this day are made againſt us, and 
our principles, as if we were endeavouring to baniſn 


reaſon, argument, ſobermindedneſs, and morality 


out of the world; and in their ſtead to ſubſtitute a 
parcel of whimſical vagaries, which are without 
foundation in reaſon, or Scripture, and have no 
influence, or rather a pernicious influence on our 
conduct and converſation. When ſuch a a declama- 
tion is ended, (for one would not interrupt it,) aſk 
the declaimer, what a Methodiſt is? He can ſcarce 
give you an anſwer; enquire about their doctrines, 
he doth not underſtand them; their writings, he 
hath never read them! 

Reader, i: thou deſireſt to know ha our opinions 


are, and what reaſon there is for theſe heavy charges; 


read our books ; but read them with attention, and 
a 8 aun 
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aim at impartiality; compare them with the word of 
God, and with the liturgy, articles and homilies of 
the church of England; and, if thou haſt leiſure and 
.opportunity, with the works of our firſt Reformers. 

Nor do we deſire thee to renounce thy reaſon, but 
only to make this reaſonable conceſſion ; that where 
thy reaſon would determine one way, but God hath 
expreſsly determined another way, thou wouldſt 
allow him to underſtand his own myſteries better 

than thou doſt; and that therefore thou oughteſt, 
by faith, exerciſed upon the veracity of God, to 
receive thoſe matters implicitly, and without reaſon- 
ing, which God hath revealed, and which thy reaſon 
feels to be far above out of its reach, and therefore 
out of its province. Whenever, on ſuch enquiry, 
thou diſcovereſt us to be miſtaken, there diſſent from 
us, yea, blame us, as far as meekneſs and candour 
will permit: but do not condemn us in the groſs; 
do not aſſert our whole ſcheme of doctrine to be 
enthuſiaſtical and groundleſs, though ſome of our 
writers ſhould be found to have advanced ſome 
queſtionable opinion. This were the way to drive 
all truth and certainty out of the world; for what 
book can be mentioned, the Bible excepted, wherein 
there is nothing advanced, either erroneous, or 
queſtionable. 


And be aſſured, it is no argument of a fincere 
defire to know the truth, to read only one ſide of 
the queſtion, and then clamorouſly to adopt every 
childiſh cavil, every vague report, every ſcandalous 
falſnood; and induſtriouſly to propagate them, as if 
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theſe afforded a ſufficient confutation of all the ar- 


guments, authorities and Scripture teſtimonies, where- 
with we ſupport our ſentiments. Obſerve ; that 


though ſome profeſſors have been proved Enthuſiaſts, 


and others detected to be Hypocrites, this doth not 
prove that we are all Enthuſiaſts and Hypocritess 
Such raſh judgments hurt not us, but thoſe that paſs 
them. | 

For myſelf, I here publickly profeſs, that J will 
to the end of my days acknowledge it, as the greateſt 
obligation that any perſon can confer on me; if in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, he will point out to me any 


error, or enthuſiaſtical deluhon, into which I have 
fallen, and by ſufficient arguments convince me of 


it. I truſt, that my earneſt deſire to diſcover the 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, has not abated in its influence, 
and that I retain the ſame difintereſted reſolution to 


embrace, and adhere to it, with which J ſet out. 


Still am I ſolicitouſly fearful of being betrayed by 
my warmth of ſpirit, and by the deceitfulneſs of my 
heart, into erroneous opinions, But 1t 1s not ela- 
mour and reproach, or objections and arguments 
brought againſt ſentiments I deteſt, or conſequences 
I allow not, and do not ſee to be conſequent from 
my doctrines ; it is not ſuch reaſoning as ſets one 
divine attribute at variance with another, and makes 
one part of the Bible contradict another, or exalts 
the human underſtanding upon the tribunal, and 
arraigns and condemns revealed myſteries at her 
preſumptuous bar; I ſay, ſuch a procedure will 

have 
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have no weight with me, or with any, who ever 
knew the grace of God in truth. 

And now, beloved reader, let me conclude, with 
leaving it upon thy conſcience to ſearch for the 
truth of the goſpel in the ſtudy of God's word, ac- 
companied by prayer, as thou wouldſt ſearch for 


hid treaſure. I give thee this counſel, as expecting 


to meet thee at the day of judgment, that our meet- 
ing may be with joy, and not with grief; may the 
Lord incline thee to follow it, with that ſolemn ſea- 


ſon full in view! Time how ſhort! eternity how 


long! life how precarious, and vaniſhing ! death 
how certain! the purſuits and employments of this 
preſent life, how vain, unſatisfying, trifling and vex- 
atious ! God's favour and eternal life, how unſpeak- 
ably precious! his wrath, the never-quenched fire, 
and the never-dying worm, hgw dreadful! Oh trifle 


not away thy ſpan of life, in heaping up riches, 
which ſhortly muſt be left for ever, and which pro- 
fit not in the day of wrath; in ſuch pleaſures and 
amuſements, as will iſſue in eternal torments; or in 
ſeeking that glory, which ſhall be fwallowed up in 


everlaſting infamy. Agree but with me in this; 


that it is good to redeem thy precious time, to 
labour for the meat that endureth unto everlaſting 
life, and to attend principally to the one thing need- 
ful: take but thy meaſure of truth as well as duty 
from the word of God; be willing to be taught of 
God, meditate on his word day and night ; let it be 
the light of thy feet, and the lantern of thy paths ; 
and in ſtudying it, lean not to thy own underſtand- 
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ing, truſt not implicitly to expoſitors and commenta- 
tors, but aſk wiſdom and teaching of God. And be 
not a Felix, ſaying, to thy ſerious apprehenſions 
about thy ſoul; © Go thy way at this time, when I 
« have a convenient ſeaſon, I will call for thee ;” leſt 
death and judgment come before that ſeaſon ; be not 
an Agrippa, an almoſt Chriſtian ; but ſeek to be al- 
together ſuch as the primitive Chriſtians were, I 
ſay agree but with me in theſe reaſonable requeſts, 
and we ſhall at length agree in all things; in many 
in this world; in all, when we hear the Son of God 
addreſs us in theſe rejoicing words, Come ye 
« bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
„ pared for you from the foundation of the world.“ 


May the Lord vouchſafe unto the writer, and to 


every reader of this book, that wiſdom which is 
from above; that teaching of his Holy Spirit, which 
guides into the ways of peace; that faith, which 
juſtiſies; that peace of God which paſſeth underſtand- 
ing; and that meaſure of ſanctifying and ſtrength- 
ening grace, which ſhall enable us to hold on, and 
hold out unto the end, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, as knowing that our labour ſhall 
not be in yain in the Lord, 
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